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Pastor’s Letter 
December 2022 / January 2023 

 

Beloved Ones, 

Advent is here—no more waiting for the season to arrive! Advent itself is a season 

of waiting.  But we in the church have Advent markers—ones that do NOT show up 

earlier and earlier every year (like the Christmas stuff in the department stores). 

We held our first marker last Saturday, celebrating Hanging of the Greens. If you 

haven’t been in the sanctuary lately, you need to come check out the markers we 

raised and hung and spread around!   

• Evergreen everywhere to remember the life-giving birth of Christ and 

his everlasting love—the greening of the year!   

• Purple on the communion table and pulpit (the paraments) to 

remember that this is a time of repentance and sacrifice—and that 

the baby is the King to come. 

• The Advent wreath with its candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, 

echoed by the purple banners behind the pulpit. 

• The circular wreaths, representing the circle of life and, more 

importantly, the never-ending (like a circle) nature of the Triune God. 

• The Chrismons on the evergreen tree, each one symbolizing 

something important about the birth of the Babe and his life. 

• The nativity scene and its inclusion of all the creatures great and 

small involved in the simple event. 

Each Sunday we mark another week of Advent by lighting another candle in the 

wreath, reading Scripture lessons that point to the coming of Christ, hear special 

anthems and sing Advent carols—all to prepare our hearts for the manger. 
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On Christmas Eve, we mark the night of Jesus’ birth at 6 p.m with a service of 

Scripture, carols, a bell choir performance, and communion, ending with candle 

lighting to Silent Night. 

Christmas morning happens on Sunday this year—we will hold a brief 10 a.m. 

service of carols and prayer to celebrate. 

Between Christmas and New Year’s, the church office will be closed—for that 

reason we will NOT have a January newsletter, but we’ll publish again either the 

end of January or in early February. 

We WILL worship on New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, and we promise to have 

you home in plenty of time for the game(s). 

During Advent, the Wise Men will have been perambulating their bannerly way 

around the sanctuary toward Epiphany, which we’ll celebrate on Baptism of the 

Lord Sunday, January 8, with communion.  

And in the midst of all this marking and celebrating, we will mark the lives of two 

members dear to us—Liz Langer (whose memorial service is Saturday, Dec. 3, at 2 

p.m.—check our website and FB pages for a Zoom link if you can’t come in person) 

and Don Yates, who passed away yesterday night, November 30 (we’ll publish the 

funeral plans as soon as we know them).   

Their Advent waiting is over and they are blessed to be in the arms of their Savior. 

The Apostle Paul writes, “If we live to the Lord, we are the Lord’s. And if we die to 

the Lord, we are the Lord’s.  Blest be the name of the Lord.”   

And so we continue our Advent lives this season, preparing to ring in the New as 

we mourn much that has passed, Hoping always for Advent Peace, Love and Joy. 

As we look forward to meeting a new minister, to learning more about our church 

at events like the gathering of the Victoria and Corpus Christi regions’ churches (in 

Rockport on January 14), to expanding our beach worship and growing our 

congregation, may the Spirit bless us with good discernment;  may the Christ child 

bless us with deeper compassion, and may God hold us close as we seek to serve 

one another in Jesus’ name. 

Amen and amen, Pastor Kris  


