Island Presbyterian Church

Island Presbyterian Light
Island Presbyterian Church
14030 Fortuna Bay Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
Phone: 361-949-8770
Fax: 361-949-9887
WEBSITE: islandpresby.com

pastor@islandpresby.com
office@islandpresby.com
clerkofsession@islandpresby.com
music@islandpresby.com
treasurer@islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/ipc.cctx
Volume 21, Issue 4

Pastor’s Letter
So much going on right now! It’s a LOT of work!
 Kris Bair, Pastor
 Beth Koutsoumbaris,

Church Secretary
 Doug Schaffer, Sexton

 David Hiser,

Music Director

 Ross Bernhardt,

Accompanist
 Mary Orr, Clerk of
Session, Administration
& Personnel
 Barbara McGinnis,
Deacons
 Bob McGinnis, Building
& Grounds
 Bob Orr, Worship &
Sacraments
 Debbie Marchant,
Treasurer, Co-chair
Stewardship & Finance,
Fellowship
 Donna Barksdale,
Christian Education
 Donna Garcia Devlin,
Co-chair Fellowship
 Kathleen Dare, Co-chair
Missions & Outreach
 Kathy Coker, Co-chair
Stewardship & Finance
 Sonia Craig,
Mission & Outreach

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Spring cleaning around here didn’t only happen last
Saturday—it took a lot of preparation on the part of a LOT of
people to make last Saturday so effective.
And there’s more to be done—we didn’t finish cleaning all
the nooks and crannies.
Which is a fact, and NOT a complaint—which leads me to
ask how is that bracelet thing working for you?
For those of you not in the know, we passed out 60
silicone bracelets at the beginning of Lent and challenged everyone to wear them, moving them from one wrist to the other
every time they uttered—or thought—a complaint.
And for those who didn’t receive a bracelet, or want now
to wear one, this could be done by shifting a token from pocket
to pocket, or a ring from finger to finger.
My bracelet is getting pretty worn from switching, and I
am getting REAL tired of wearing it.
But that’s what Lent is about—remembering and facing
the constant, wearing sinfulness of our lives and getting so tired
of it that when we hear the Good News of Resurrection, we are
filled with joy, Joy, JOY!
How could we NOT be filled with joy when we’ve just
been through a whole season of acknowledgment and
repentance?
But it occurred to me, as I was shifting my bracelet yet
again, that maybe I could make something positive out of the
negativity.
What if, every time I complained, I felt prompted to
remember something GOOD that’s also true about the situation?
And after a week or so of that, what if I pushed myself to
remember multiple good things connected to the one thing I had
been complaining about?
This is a game changer. I think I’m going to call it the
Whine-Suppressant Method!
(Continued on next page.)
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Pastor’s Letter
Continued from page 1

But even THAT kind of complaint may disguise some subtle blessings, somewhere,
somehow. Often the blessing is that someone had the courage to stand up and complain!
But most of the complaining I do, and I suspect you do, is the complaining of Israel in
the desert getting tired of manna and quail and the journey that just won’t end.
And if you remember the whole story of the Exodus, you know that it will not end,
indeed, until they see and acknowledge their blessings—plural blessings.
So take heart! Lent is almost over—Holy Week begins April 10. We are headed for
JOY.
Does that mean we don’t have to work so hard as we do in Lent?
NO.
But it means that the work becomes the joyful work of the Lord, not the hard and
often dreary work of self-introspection.
And when the work is joyful, it really isn’t work at all, is it?
Blessings in this Holy Season, Pastor Kris

Holy Humor Sunday
Yes, we’re doing it again—the Sunday
after Easter is designated Holy Humor
Sunday when, along with the risen
Christ, we laugh at the Devil! Within the
setting of worship, we’ll find things to en-JOY—funny hymns;
Scriptural interpretation that lets us laugh at ourselves; liturgy
packed with lots of illustrations that will tickle our funny-bones.
Genesis tells us we are made in the image of God. If we laugh,
you can be sure that God laughs, too. And God plays some great
jokes on people, any number of times! Think of Sarah and Isaac,
whose very name means “laughter”!
A big part of the joy of Easter is sharing it with one another—and
when we are joyful, don’t we smile and laugh? Come join us for the
most joyful service of the year!
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COUNTER SCHEDULE
April 3
Sonia C. & Maureen D.

Make an
Offering
to IPC!

April 11
Victoria M. & Marshall L.

To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

April 18
Grace H. & Debbie L.

OR

April 25
Sonia C. & Donna D.

Mail your offering to:
Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX
78418
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We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.

Pastor In The Press
Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.
If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com,
click
on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
PICTURES NEEDED!
(in color!), then scroll down to If you have any pictures of our
get to the column.
church events, or church members
Be sure to let the Moon know
you appreciate their running it.
If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!

Alyson Carl

2

Sharon Craig

5

Barb Reynolds

13

Kallieste McKinzey

18

doing church stuff, we'd like to
share them during the prelude and
postlude during Sunday worship!
Simply post your
pictures to the
IPC Facebook page and we'll grab
them from there to make the PowerPoint. If you don't do FB, send them
to the church email and we'll collect
them for the presentation. And keep
those pictures coming!

We apologize if we have
forgotten anyone in the birthday
and/or anniversary listing.
Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!
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MISSION MATTERS:
April 2022

Spring Fling 2022
Are you ready? The second annual Spring Fling will be held on April 23rd from
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and will be bigger and better than last year. We’ve added
several new features, including an “Old Coots” booth where anyone can get free
advice about anything from ancients endowed with wisdom and blarney. Visitors can
learn about Island Presbyterian’s ministries, purchase original art, cookies, jelly and
sign up for computer classes. The list keeps growing. Once again, Lost Dogs of
Texas will be scanning pets for microchips and a VFET tech will be available for
chipping. Island Quill by Isabella will feature the artist and her unique creations using
the ancient Japanese art of quilling. Julie of Giirls with Glass will share information
about environmental care as well as offering her own shell art for sale. Our own Beth
will be there with her ever-popular Scentsy and crochet items.
Every day we receive messages from people who want to participate and the answer
is always a resounding YES! This is a community outreach event and everyone is
welcome to celebrate with us. Please invite all of your friends and neighbors. There
will also be music, food, Kona Ice and lots of baked temptations for dessert!
For more information, please contact the church office at 361-949-8770.
Peace and blessings!
The Mission/Outreach team meets monthly and everyone is welcome!
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BAKE SALE ITEMS NEEDED
FOR SPRING FLING
We will be having a bake sale at the spring fling and
we need volunteers to bake items to sell.
There will be a sign up paper on the bulletin board for names
and items for those who can help.
If you are not planning to be in town on April 23,
you can still help! Donna B. says she has room in her freezer
to collect items ahead of the party day.

Deacons Do It!
Deacons met to organize in March and gratefully acknowledged Mona
Singleterry and Debbie Loven as co-moderators for 2022. Other deacons
include Suzanne Balluck, Barb McGinnis, Nancy Janett and Neva Scheffknecht.
Deacons re-worked their Care Groups and talked about how better to care for
them. You may be seeing a “new thing” as they work to create community
within and among their group members, and to be more visible on Sundays.
Deacons will be making contact with each person in their care, but if you have,
or know of, a need for a visit or prayer, let your deacon know--new deacon
assignments are noted on the latest church directory, sent out with this
newsletter.
And be sure to thank our deacons for their care and concern—they are a vital
ministry of our church!
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IPC’s
Cleaning/Fellowship
Day
Thanks to all
who volunteered!
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ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes to eat—and to feed one
another, especially those who are in need of some down-home
care. “Angels in Aprons” evolved as a group of folks dedicated
to provide food to others in need, and they’ve existed for some
time now. Sometimes they deliver on a regular schedule, if the
need is chronic. But they also deliver meals on call when
emergencies arise.
If you’d like your name to be added to the list, contact a Deacon.
You don’t have to be a cook to be an angel—some angels deliver carryout meals.
Others prefer to whip something up themselves. Some angels keep a casserole in
the freezer, ready to deliver. Others pull together a salad or some homemade
bread. Contact a Deacon if you’d like to help.

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel

Coastal Bend Troop Support

The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all of
Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship, the
wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag colors
and shapes meaningful to you—use your
imagination!

Coastal Bend Troop Support, a 501c3 nonprofit
public charity, sends care packages to our
American troops deployed to combat zones.
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers over the last
decade, our organization has continued to grow.
We will send care packages monthly to 50-80
individuals as long as we have means and the
need is there. When the name of a troop deployed
to combat zones is submitted, we support that
person until his/her deployment ends. Items to be
sent are donated, or purchased with donated funds,
and postage costs approximately $1200/month.
Submit names of troops deployed to combat zones
at the website:
coastalbendtroopsupport.com, and then click on
the tab that says “Sign Up.” We need a full
address, where they are deployed and approximate
return date, along with your contact information. To
donate individually, click the Donate tab at the top
of the home page. Or contact Mona Singleterry or
another member of the Mission Committee at IPC
for more information.
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Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
January thru February

2022

2021

2020

2019

Pledged Income

$ 11,832

$ 10,785

$ 1,550

$ 16,271

Total Income

$ 24,168

$ 15,824

$ 22,505 $ 26,437
($ 20,000)

Income from PPP Funds
$ 15,824

Income from Congregation
Expenses

$ 24,070

$ 23,399

$ 25,132

$ 24,518

Profit/Loss

$ 98

$ -7,575

$ (2,627) $ 1,919
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Timon’s Ministries
Sunday Schedule

In person
Worship Service 10 a.m.
Or join us on FACEBOOK!

10501 S. Padre Island Dr.
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-937-6196
E-mail: timonsministries@sbcglobal.net
Website: timonsministries.org

IPC’s Facebook Page

IPC Mission Statement
Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

“ Making a Difference”

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday
10:30 am - 1:30 pm

Easter at IPC
Thursday, April 14 - 6 PM Maundy Thursday Worship
Easter Sunday, April 17:
7 AM Easter Sunrise Beach Service
at Whitecap Beach (bring your chair)

Basic Computer
Skills Class

10 AM Easter Service in Sanctuary

Tuesdays & Thursdays
11am - Noah’s Ark Room

Bible Study
We will be starting another Bible study shortly
after Easter. We would like to encourage any and
all members of the church or friends to join us on
Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 at the church or on
ZOOM. Right now we are looking at a book on
praying the Psalms and if this sounds good to you, please let Debbie Loven
or Donna Barksdale know.
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NEW FEATURE! (Hopefully!)
DO YOU LIKE TO READ? Share it!
by Donna Garcia-Devlin
Hi Fellow Book Lovers! I joined the Flour Bluff's Saturday book club a few months back. I have been pleased
that, through it, I have been introduced to authors I was not familiar with. This month's reading is: THE ROSE
CODE by Kate Quinn. It is historical fiction, which I did not typically read before joining the book club.
Here is a synopsis of it: 1940. As England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very different women answer the
call to mysterious country estate Bletchley Park, where the best brains in Britain train to break German
military codes. Vivacious debutante Osla has everything-beauty, wealth, and the dashing Prince Philip of
Greece sending her roses-but she burns to prove herself as more than a society girl, and puts her fluent
German to use as a translator of decoded enemy secrets. Imperious self-made Mab, a product of East End
London poverty, works the legendary codebreaking machines as she conceals old wounds and looks for a
socially advantageous husband. Both Osla and Mab are quick to see the potential in local village spinster
Beth, whose shyness conceals a brilliant facility with puzzles, and soon Beth spreads her wings as one of the
Park's few female cryptanalysts. But war, loss, and the impossible pressure of
secrecy will tear the three apart.
It is a page turner! I am having trouble putting it down!
I wonder if any of you would like to share a book that you are reading or have
read in the past and would recommend? If so, maybe you could submit it to
Beth, along with a brief summary for next month? Hope so! Happy reading!

Free Informational Seminar
Offered by Island Counseling:

Tish Betancourt, M.S., NCC, LPC
(National Certified Counselor, Licensed Professional Counselor)

Saturday, May 7th
12pm
Island Presbyterian Church, 14030 Fortuna Bay Dr.
Call or text to reserve your spot! 361-851-6273
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CLICK HERE TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT ONLINE
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