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Pastor’s Letter
It’s the season of Lent, and that means fruit basket upset!
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Jesus has been transfigured and then come down from that
mountain to continue his journey to the cross.
It’s a long trip, and we’ve been invited to join him.
Think for a moment about all that Jesus gave up—a happy
home life; his profession as a carpenter; a warm bed and a hot
meal every night.
He gave up peace and quiet, except for moments on the
mountain now and then, dedicating himself to teaching and
caring for others, and giving them a message: “Follow me.”
So what does it mean to follow Jesus? That’s the question we
Christians need to explore every day, but especially during Lent.
We know Jesus went to synagogue faithfully--we can be faithful
about attendance in church, too.
We know Jesus studied the Scripture until he knew much, if not
all, of it by heart--we can study Scripture, too.
We know that Jesus turned no one away--we can help others,
too.
And we know that Jesus gave up “the things of this world,”
simplifying his life to better reach out to others—we can simplify,
too.
Lent invites us to do as Jesus did--walk toward the Resurrection,
preparing ourselves to be more like Jesus in every way.
The Scriptures for Sunday worship during Lent begin with the
story of the Devil tempting Jesus at the end of his Forty Days in
the Wilderness.
Our forty days of Lent mirror that time. Jesus fasted and prayed
and did without—without food, without a bed, without friends,
without a bath, without a change of clothes. Jesus gave up all
that and trusted that God would provide.
Lent is a time when we can learn to trust God more deeply.
Yes, our joy at Easter should be because we have resurrection
hope for life after death.
But that resounding joy should also be because God has carried
us and cared for us in THIS life, too.
(Continued on next page.)
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Pastor’s Letter
Continued from page 1
What better way to recognize how God blesses us in the NOW than to pare our lives down—maybe not as
spectacularly as Jesus did, but in some way(s) to simplify—and turn our hearts to God not just once in a
while, but for a whole season.
When we do, we will find our faith strengthened to sustain our Easter rejoicing and the long days of Ordinary Time to come, when our faith will bear fruit.
What will you do to prepare YOUR heart this Lent? May God bless your choices!
Peace, Pastor Kris

i just realized
that in my imagination
the wilderness is always somewhere else;
a foreign landscape i actively have to enter
in the act of being faithful.
For the week of March 14th - 18th:
IPC office with be closed.
Pastor Kris will not be in her office
on Thursday, March 17th &
Coffee with Kris is cancelled for
Friday, March 18th

truthfully,
the wilderness is always where i am
right now
and faith is the courage to stay with it
when i’d rather pretend i am
anywhere else.
poem by Cheryl Lowry
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COUNTER SCHEDULE

Make an
Offering
to IPC!

March 6
Sonia C. & Debbie L.
March 13
Mona S. & Marshall L.

To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

March 20
Grace H. & Donna D.

OR

March 27
Victoria M. & Maureen D.

Mail your offering to:
Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX
78418
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We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.

Pastor In The Press
Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Carol Ewing

Royce (Butch)
& Debbie Loven

10

Bob & Barbara McGinnis

18

Bob & Mary Orr

29

Jeff & Mona Singleterry

31

If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com,
click
on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.
Be sure to let the Moon know
you appreciate their running it.
If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!
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Maybeth Christensen

9

Bob McGinnis

14

Sue Yates

14

We apologize if we have
forgotten anyone in the birthday
and/or anniversary listing.
Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!
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MISSION MATTERS:
March 2022

Do You Have
a Heart For...
The Mission & Outreach team of Island Presbyterian church asks……
Do you have a heart for: celebrating our community with a good party?
If so, then mark your calendars for April 23, 2022. We will be hosting our second Spring
Fling from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. There will be music, food trucks, baked goods, children’s
crafts, pet microchipping, representatives from our ministries, area artists and craft people
selling their creations and so much more!
Last year, this community outreach was a huge success due to the entire congregation’s
(and IPC’s friends’) hard work and dedication. We need all of those helping hands and hearts
again this year. We will post opportunities as they become available.
Please invite all of your neighbors and friends to join us as we celebrate God’s gift of spring
and the joy of community.
Also in the spring is One Great Hour of Sharing, first of the four Presbyterian USA special
offerings that we support. It begins on the 1st Sunday of Lent (March 6th this year) with
readings and bulletin inserts. The offering is taken on Easter Sunday. OGHS funds disaster
assistance, the Hunger Project and the self-development of people. Members of Mission &
Outreach will provide detailed explanations of these ministries during weekly moments for
mission throughout Lent.
Finally, a colossal thank you to all of you for your generosity and support of the Mission &
Outreach Team’s ministries. We couldn’t do our job nearly as well without you!
Peace and blessings!
The Mission & Outreach team meets monthly and everyone is welcome!

(See page 13 for more information.)
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Street Ministry February 2022
(Pictures by Gary Balluck.)
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ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes to eat—and to feed one
another, especially those who are in need of some down-home
care. “Angels in Aprons” evolved as a group of folks dedicated
to provide food to others in need, and they’ve existed for some
time now. Sometimes they deliver on a regular schedule, if the
need is chronic. But they also deliver meals on call when
emergencies arise.
If you’d like your name to be added to the list, contact a Deacon.
You don’t have to be a cook to be an angel—some angels deliver carryout meals.
Others prefer to whip something up themselves. Some angels keep a casserole in
the freezer, ready to deliver. Others pull together a salad or some homemade
bread. Contact a Deacon if you’d like to help.

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel

Coastal Bend Troop Support

The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all of
Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship, the
wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag colors
and shapes meaningful to you—use your
imagination!

Coastal Bend Troop Support, a 501c3 nonprofit
public charity, sends care packages to our
American troops deployed to combat zones.
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers over the last
decade, our organization has continued to grow.
We will send care packages monthly to 50-80
individuals as long as we have means and the
need is there. When the name of a troop deployed
to combat zones is submitted, we support that
person until his/her deployment ends. Items to be
sent are donated, or purchased with donated funds,
and postage costs approximately $1200/month.
Submit names of troops deployed to combat zones
at the website:
coastalbendtroopsupport.com, and then click on
the tab that says “Sign Up.” We need a full
address, where they are deployed and approximate
return date, along with your contact information. To
donate individually, click the Donate tab at the top
of the home page. Or contact Mona Singleterry or
another member of the Mission Committee at IPC
for more information.
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Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information

January thru January
Pledged Income
Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Income from Congregation

2022
$ 6,037
$ 10,744

2021
$ 6,269
$ 8,868

2020
$ 6,543
$ 10,599

2019
$ 6,941
$ 10,470

$ 10,744

$ 8,868

$ 10,599 $ 10,470

Expenses
Profit/Loss

$ 14,888
$ (4,144)

$ 12,325
$ (3,457)

$ 14,003 $ 10,295
$ (3,404) $ 175

7

Island Presbyterian Light - Volume 21, Issue 3

IPC invites the congregation, our neighbors and friends to join us on our Lenten journey as we approach
the cross and the celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter. We will begin our Lenten journey on Ash
Wednesday, March 2nd from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm, with “Drive by Imposition of Ashes”- for those who can’t
make it to worship you can still receive your ashes. We will be in the North parking lot at the pergola located
at the corner of Gypsy and Ports ‘O Call. Worship with Holy Communion and imposition of ashes will follow
at 6:30 pm. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, and the six weeks of penitence prior to Easter.
On Sunday, March 6th at 10:00 am, look for the FISH! We will begin our interpretations of the
Presbyterian One Great Hour of Sharing offering. This SPECIAL offering is collected to support the following
Presbyterian Missions and Initiatives: Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and
Self Development of People. We will be distributing Fish Banks to those who want to use them to collect
their offerings during Lent.
On Palm Sunday April 10th at 10:00 am, we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The worship
service will be marked with our own procession of the faithful waving palm branches, and special music will
be presented by the IPC musicians. Palm Sunday starts Holy Week and our journey to the cross and
resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Thursday, April 14th Maundy Thursday, at 6:00 pm, the congregation will remember Jesus’ command to
the disciples to serve (Maundy). This service will be the remembrance of the Last Supper of Jesus and the
disciples with the service of communion.
On Easter Sunday, April 17th, “He Is Risen!”, will be the shouts of the people at our ecumenical Easter
Sunrise Service on the Beach. Join the combined congregations of Island in the Son United Methodist, Saint
Peters by the Sea United Methodist, and Island Presbyterian Churches on the beach at the end of Whitecap
to watch the sun come up over the Gulf of Mexico at 7:00 am. Join us in celebrating the resurrection of Jesus
Christ with song, communion and refreshments after the service. Sunrise is at 7:01 AM, so come early to see
the sun’s first rays come up over the Gulf of Mexico. Bring your lawn chairs and a flashlight.
Beach Parking Permits are required by the city of Corpus Christi.
Also on Easter morning, at 10:00 am in the church will be a traditional Easter morning service. The room
will be filled with the shouts of “He is risen! He is risen indeed!” as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ
with communion and song.
The members and staff of Island Presbyterian Church invite all of you to join them on their journey to the
cross and the resurrection. For virtual services go to www.islandpresby.com and click on the Worship
Services button, there you will find a bulletin you can download and a link to our Facebook page for live
streaming on Facebook.
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Sunday Schedule

In person
Worship Service 10 a.m.
Or join us on FACEBOOK!
IPC’s Facebook Page

IPC Mission Statement
Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

Presbyterians Today!
Did you know there's a magazine that's all about Presbyterians
and what we think and do? And you can access it online?
How can WE be a gift to our community? Get some good ideas
by checking out the latest edition of Presbyterians Today --just
click on the right-hand pages to move through the magazine.

Basic Computer
Skills Class
Tuesdays & Thursdays
11am - Noah’s Ark Room

You can also subscribe to get your own hard copy in the mail-just click on the subscription tab on their homepage:
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/

Classes are regularly held at 9am Tuesdays & Thursdays in the church Annex.
No membership required! Open to the community.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact: Gerry 361-920-3069
gerrybill@hotmail.com

Calling all Kayakers!
Come and join us at the Cabo De Bara Circle boat
ramp by Douden Park at 7:30AM every Saturday
morning. This is a social distancing event in your
own kayak during this pandemic time! Some of us
kayak from other canals but meet there as we see
each other. Please contact Debbie at:
debkloven@hotmail.com if you have any questions.
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On Friday, March 4th Island Presbyterian Church will participate in the World Day of Prayer by
posting our prayers for the world and each other on the “Island Presby Prayer Warriors” group page
on Facebook. The link to that page is: Island Presby Prayer Warriors, if you are not a member
join that day. You can post your prayers for the world, for the nation, for each other, for those in
need and any other prayer, concern, or need that you may have. Share the event with your friends,
family and neighbors. Invite them to participate and share their prayer concerns.
World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement that is celebrated in more than 170
countries and led by Christian women who welcome all to join in prayer and action for peace and
justice. The day’s motto is “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action.” World Day of Prayer is celebrated on the first Friday in March; this year, that is March 4.
This year’s theme — I Know the Plans I Have for You — was selected by the World Day of
Prayer Committee of England Wales and Norther Ireland. They invite us to focus on the letter that
the prophet Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in Babylonia (Jeremiah 29:1-14). The exiles were in a
place of suffering, uncertainty, and opposing views on how to respond. Today, we come together to
hear the stories of women who feel excluded, listen to the fear of a child refugee and see a multiethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-faith society in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI). For
Jeremiah, God’s plan was clear, and we share this assurance by singing it.
As people of faith, we are called to act in love, confident in God who offers personal and social
transformation. If we want to be understood, we must first seek to understand, and if we desire to
love, we must first love.
To learn more about World Day of Prayer and order resources, visit wdp-usa.org.
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Free Informational Seminar
Offered by Island Counseling:

Tish Betancourt, M.S., NCC, LPC
(National Certified Counselor, Licensed Professional Counselor)

Saturday, March 19th
12pm
Island Presbyterian Church, 14030 Fortuna Bay Dr.
Call or text to reserve your spot! 361-851-6273
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Prayer Request

Then people brought little
children to Jesus for him
to place his hands on
them and pray for them.
Matthew 19:13

This month, we ask that you join us in prayer for a family who recently
came into the care of our Child and Family Program. With five schoolaged children to support, both working parents came to PCHAS hoping
to reconnect to their son and daughters. Over the course of their
in-home therapy sessions, mom and dad have decided to divorce.
Please pray, through the power of the Holy Spirt, that these caring
and loving parents are able to find a path back to each other and their
children. Please pray for their children, that they can maintain secure
attachments to both parents, especially when they must live apart from
one parent. May God's grace help this family to heal as they strengthen
their patience and love for one another.
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March 2 - April 17, 2020
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to
serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
Go to: www.specialofferings.pcusa.org for more information & ways to give.
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