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It’s been a long two months since our last newsletter, and there
will be lots to catch up on. But I want to look forward!
Session will soon be presenting the Annual Report for 2021 at a
called congregation meeting in February. YOU NEED TO READ
THAT REPORT COVER TO COVER when it comes out. It is
amazing to review everything that this congregation accomplished
over the last year—despite COVID, despite lower attendance,
despite the weather! Give your elders your heartfelt thanks for
their guidance, their careful attention to the safety of all, their gifts
of time and talents to not just keep things together, but to move
things forward.
Now, we face the future of this church. At our congregation
meeting, we will elect a new Nominating Committee and two
members for the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). The new
Nom Com will prayerfully look for three more members for the
PNC, and we will call another meeting to elect them.
The PNC must represent the entire congregation, so we are
looking for balance—it should reflect the ratio we have of males
to females, but it should also reflect the diversity we hope to enjoy
in the future. There should not be more elders than congregation
members—this committee does not come under the auspices of
the session, and active elders have their own work to do!
The PNC must be prepared to do some foundational work, and
that will tie in with work that we will do during the official interim
period before the new minister is called.
Friends, you may not want to serve on the PNC—and not
everyone should. But you will not be sitting by and doing nothing!
We are facing a new time, just as the disciples faced a new time
after the transfiguration; just as Paul faced after the first
establishment of those churches in the diaspora; just as the
Reformers faced following their breakaway from the Roman
Catholic Church.
Those times were not a piece of cake, and neither will they be a
piece of cake for us (though we may eat quite a bit of cake in the
process!).
Prospective ministers will be looking for a church that is
distinctive—in all ways! Thus we will be looking at who we are as
the body of Christ in the location where we congregate. Are we
just another church trying to keep things together in the way we
did church decades ago? Or are we a church that is being
transformed in the Spirit by our geography, our community, our
members? (Continued on next page.)
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Pastor’s Letter
Continued from page 1
Look for more meetings, official and unofficial, of the congregation to talk about these things. Look for a
re-examination of our budget, to make sure we are putting our money where our mouths are.
Look for every committee and session to be ditching those things that no longer reflect us in favor of doing
old things in new ways, as well as doing brand new things.
One of my college students once remarked, “It’s the thinkin’ that’s hard, Mrs. Bair.” He was right—and let
us not be fooled! After that hard thinking comes hard work, and we need you ALL to step up.
We have committees with only one or two people on them.
Where can YOU serve?
What ideas can YOU bring?
No minister will choose to come to a congregation where the expectation is that
the minister will be the needed change.
Ministers are attracted to congregations that are moving in the Spirit on their own
and looking for a minister to further facilitate their goals and provide the spiritual
dimension they crave.
Ministers are looking for a congregation with not just vitality, but vibrance.
The potential here is great—we just have to get to it!
Peace & grace, Pastor Kris

Coffee with Kris
Coffee with Kris is a real thing, friends!
Pastor Kris is in her office Friday mornings and is glad to meet with prospective members or folks who just
want to talk about God things.
Come join us! Bring a friend! We’ll put the pot on and dig into questions about theology, worship, being
Presbyterian, scripture, or anything related to being church. If you’re unclear about some things—you are
not alone! And there are no silly questions!
Did you ever wonder . . .
Why does the Affirmation of Faith follow the sermon during worship? And why do we always say one? And
why isn’t it always The Apostles’ Creed or The Nicene Creed?
If God is good, why do bad things happen to good people who don’t deserve them?

Why do Presbyterians baptize infants?
How do we differ from . . . Catholics? Baptists? Methodists? Pentecostals?
Who is John Calvin, anyway?
We’ll meet in the pastor’s office if there are only a few of us, or the Noah’s Ark room if
the group is larger.
OR we could meet at another time at a coffee shop or restaurant, if folks would prefer.
If the parking lot door should be locked, please knock on the office door for entry.
Also, if we’re meeting at the church, we are guided by our masking protocols: no mask required unless
you’re not vaxxed, but masking is always welcomed, and we encourage social distancing.
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Make an
Offering
to IPC!
To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE
OR
Mail your offering to:

Birthdays
Marshall Lochausen 1
Julie Galbraith

2

Kae Berry

6

Virginia
Koutsoumbaris

6

Parker Burkett

9

Liz Langer

10

Gene Doven

26

We apologize if anyone is
forgotten in the birthday and/or
anniversary listing.

Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!

Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX
78418
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We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.

Pastor In The Press
Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.
If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com,
click
on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.

Anniversaries
Rod & Barbara Leonard

4

Dave & Kathleen Dare

15

Be sure to let the Moon know
you appreciate their running it.
If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!
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MISSION MATTERS
February 2022
Bombed by Bomba
“Ask and ye shall receive” socks! Lotsa socks. Enough socks to clothe the feet of every man,
woman and child on our little island, with leftovers.

Some time ago, Gary Balluck contacted the Bomba corporation to ask if our street ministry
program would qualify for their sock donation program. To our surprise and delight, they said
yes and delivered the first shipment of multiple cases of socks. We had barely made a dent in
the first delivery when the next shipment arrived.
We hand out socks every month at Street Ministry and have shared some with Timon’s
Ministries. This coming week the Ballucks will deliver a case of socks as well as other items to
the center for refuge services in San Antonio. The center Aids Afghan refugees who have
requested asylum in the USA.
We thank all of you for your generous sock donations but we are in great shape sock-wise. We
are actually drowning in socks, bombarded, overwhelmed, …you get the drift. If you would
like to donate other items to one of our ministries, please see me, Suzanne or any Mission
team member for suggestions.
The Mission/Outreach team meets monthly and everyone is welcome!
Blessings, Kathleen
CLICK HERE to view IPC’s Mission Ministry page

Please come and
donate - at IPC on
February 6th!
Coastal Bend Blood
Center Bus
will be in the
parking lot from
8:30am - 12pm
(See page 6.)
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Street Ministry
January 2022
(Pictures by Gary Balluck.)
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Click here to schedule an appointment online.
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ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes to eat—and to feed one
another, especially those who are in need of some down-home
care. “Angels in Aprons” evolved as a group of folks dedicated
to provide food to others in need, and they’ve existed for some
time now. Sometimes they deliver on a regular schedule, if the
need is chronic. But they also deliver meals on call when
emergencies arise.
If you’d like your name to be added to the list, contact a Deacon.
You don’t have to be a cook to be an angel—some angels deliver carryout meals.
Others prefer to whip something up themselves. Some angels keep a casserole in
the freezer, ready to deliver. Others pull together a salad or some homemade
bread. Contact a Deacon if you’d like to help.

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel

Coastal Bend Troop Support

The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all of
Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship, the
wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag colors
and shapes meaningful to you—use your
imagination!

Coastal Bend Troop Support, a 501c3 nonprofit
public charity, sends care packages to our
American troops deployed to combat zones.
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers over the last
decade, our organization has continued to grow.
We will send care packages monthly to 50-80
individuals as long as we have means and the
need is there. When the name of a troop deployed
to combat zones is submitted, we support that
person until his/her deployment ends. Items to be
sent are donated, or purchased with donated funds,
and postage costs approximately $1200/month.
Submit names of troops deployed to combat zones
at the website:
coastalbendtroopsupport.com, and then click on
the tab that says “Sign Up.” We need a full
address, where they are deployed and approximate
return date, along with your contact information. To
donate individually, click the Donate tab at the top
of the home page. Or contact Mona Singleterry or
another member of the Mission Committee at IPC
for more information.
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Sometimes it’s hard to give up control
and ask God to take care of everything.
But that is exactly what he wants us to do.
For when we let go of our problems,
then he can take us by the hand and lead us.
I know it’s difficult to let go when things aren’t good,
and I wish I could make everything right for you.
But only God can do that.
He knows which pathway you should take,
and he knows where all the rocky places are.
So trust Him to guide you through all of this.
Give Him your burdens,
give Him your hand
and He will never let you fall.
Kay Andrew
Poem submitted by Donna Garcia-Devlin

IPC Congregation Meeting on February 13th
Held after worship to present the 2021 Annual Report, 2022 Budget,
Officer Nominating Committee candidates & Pastor Nominating Committee.

January thru Dec.
Pledged Income

Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
2021
2020
$ 76,596 $ 89,843

2019
2018
$ 110,670 $ 92,420

Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Sale of Lots
Income from Congregation

$ 453,889 $ 140,845 $ 157,867 $ 141,121
(20,000)
-18,980
$ -305,518
$ 129,391 $ 120,845

Expenses

$ 146,645 $ 138,243

Sale of Lot Expense

$ -21,327

Operating Expense

$ 125,318

Profit/Loss

$ 307,244 $

Profit/Loss w/o PPP & Lots

$ 4,073

$ 157,818 $ 150,343

2,602 $ 49

$ (17,398)

$ (9,222)
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Presbyterians Today!
Sunday Schedule

In person
Worship Service 10 a.m.
Or join us on FACEBOOK:

Did you know there's a magazine that's all
about Presbyterians and what we think and
do? And you can access it online?

IPC’s Facebook Page

How can WE be a gift to our community? Get some good ideas
by checking out the latest edition of Presbyterians Today --just
IPC Mission Statement
click on the right-hand pages to move through the magazine.
Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:





Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

You can also subscribe to get your own hard copy in the mail-just click on the subscription tab on their homepage:
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/

2nd & 4th Wednesday each month.

14030 Fortuna Bay, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 - 361-949-8770 - www.islandpresby.com

Basic Computer
Skills Class
Classes are regularly held at 9am Tuesdays & Thursdays in the church Annex.
No membership required! Open to the community.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact: Gerry 361-920-3069
gerrybill@hotmail.com

Tuesdays & Thursdays
11am - Noah’s Ark Room
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Prayer Request

Then people brought little
children to Jesus for him
to place his hands on
them and pray for them.
Matthew 19:13

This month, we ask you to join us in prayer for those who are launching
a new PCHAS mentoring program. "Elevate" is the name staff have
chosen to describe how the community will come together to lift up
children who need special attention to succeed. We pray that these
young people and their families will experience Christ's love through the
labor of our mentors and program staff. We also pray for our mentors as
they embark on difficult, yet rewarding, journeys of growth alongside
kids in need.
May we share the love of Christ so that connections made through mentoring not only strengthen individuals, but families and communities
throughout the state.
For more information & opportunities to volunteer click here.
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March 2 - April 17, 2020
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to
serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
Go to: www.specialofferings.pcusa.org for more information & ways to give.
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