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Such a LOT going on right now--I can’t keep up! Concerts,
programs, parades. Special events! Cooking, cleaning, decorating!
When will it end?
We wonder why we don’t have younger folks in our
congregation. Look around! They’re too busy doing stuff! Stuff
they like! Stuff they feel they have to do! Stuff we’ve taught them
to value.
Yep, we have to accept a lot of the blame for it, my friends.
We taught our kids to value family and country over everything
else. That was back in the day when family all lived in the same
town. And family did church. And family did the Fourth. And
family sacrificed together.
But now, we aren’t together that much. Family is dispersed. The
term “extended family” doesn’t just refer to the third-cousinstwice-removed anymore. It means those closest to us: the kids
and grandkids!
And church, which is always there and seemingly always will be
there, doesn’t come first. If you can only spend time once a year
with your loved ones, church is expendable because family comes
first.
I’m not saying I like this. I AM saying we’ve got to name it for
what it is. The world has changed, and if we can’t change with it,
we will not survive.
Churches who acknowledge that much of what they did so
successfully in the ‘50s and through the ‘70s just doesn’t cut it
anymore are the churches that are thriving.
Now, I’m not talking about giving up everything from the past. I
AM talking about reorienting ourselves as the church.
I’m talking about ditching the avocado green banners for
Ordinary Time for something brighter, and not worrying about
covering up the elements of communion. Loosen up, people!
Loosen up our Pharisaical grip on tradition—don’t give up
traditions, but adapt them and adjust them and be flexible within
the traditions! We are not just Reformed, remember—we are
meant to be always reforming!
Who is our audience? Who will be our audience? One of your
elders wisely noted that there aren’t a lot of younger people on
the Island. Maybe our goal should be to continue to appeal to
older ones! (Continued on next page.)
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Pastor’s Letter
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(Continued from page 1)
I don’t know if that’s necessarily the best thing. But I’ll tell you, it’s a faithful thing to do—reach out in faith to
those who are in need, and be here for those who don’t think they need it. THAT’s a Jesus thing.
Your Nominating Committee (Nom Com) is reaching out to find five good members to serve on the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC). It’s going to be a real job—taking time and energy over a long period of time. But
y’all voted to do this, a vote that signals that you’re ready for this to happen. Now some of you need to step up
to the plate.
Elders presently on session should not be serving on the PNC, so its up to the rest of the congregation to take
this on. Some of you have had experience doing this—there will need to be a mission study (what are we doing
now, and what do we hope to be doing). There will be surveys to conduct and results to interpret.
When that’s finished, the PNC will need to complete a CIF—a Church Information Form. It’s a pretty big thing
and it will be posted on our denomination’s site for pastors seeking a call.
Pastors will read it and if interested, submit a PIF (Pastor Information Form) for our PNC to read and evaluate.
PIFs will be prioritized and the top contenders will be invited to interview. Some may be asked to preach in a
neutral pulpit (which might be a Zoom meeting). The finalist will be asked to preach to the congregation, who
will then vote to call that person or not.
If the finalist isn’t elected or refuses the call, the PNC goes back to the drawing board to re-evaluate the
mission statement and adjust the CIF and start the call process again.
Session has asked the Nom Com to be ready with a slate of candidates for both the 2022 Nom Com AND for
the PNC at your annual meeting of the congregation on January 30, 2022.
And Session is going to be concerned about that Mission Survey the new PNC will be conducting. If we’re
going to find the pastor we need—not necessarily want—we need to be able to show that person that we are
not just stagnating, but moving in faith. Session has begun a study to examine how to be a healthy
congregation. We may be offering something along those lines to the congregation next year.
I guarantee you, it’s going to be exciting as God does a new thing among us and for us!
May your Christmas be blessed, your New Year be healthy and happy, and your spirits be ready for whatever
God has in store for us!
Peace and grace, Pastor Kris

Coffee with Kris
Start the New Year right! If you’re interested in learning about membership, about
the Presbyterian Church (USA), about what we are doing in worship and why—if
you have ANY questions about who we are and what we’re about (including our
theology and worship!), come join us for an hour of good conversation once a week
to start the New Year off right!
We will meet on Fridays at 10 a.m. at the church in the Noah’s Ark
room, and the coffee pot will be on. (Location is subject to change if
the group decides to!)
First meeting will be on January 7, 2022. Let Pastor Kris know ahead
of time so she can get you a booklet that gives a quick overview of
what it means to be Presbyterian.
If you want to commit to membership, this is the way! If you already
are a member, use this as a refresher course.
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COUNTER SCHEDULE
December 5
Sonia C. & Marshall L.

Make an
Offering
to IPC!
To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

December 12
Debbie L. & Donna D.

OR

December 19
Mona S. & Debbie L.

We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

Mail your offering to:
Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

December 26
Grace H. & Maureen D.
January TBA
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www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.

Pastor In The Press

December

8
8
16
24

January

Debbie Loven
Mona Singleterry
Kathleen Dare
Andy Purvis

Suzanne Balluck
3
Ross Bernhardt
9
Gail Hepner
16
Karen Koutsoumbaris 19
Carrie Hiser
20

Gene & Syrena Doven

9

Fred and DeDe Paschal

22

David & Carrie Hiser

27

Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.

25

If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com, click on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.

We apologize if anyone is
forgotten in the birthday and/or
anniversary listing.
Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!

Be sure to let the Moon know
you appreciate their running it.
If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!

January
Brian & Sharon Craig
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Hanging of the Greens: November 27, 2021
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Special Worship Opportunities
Each Sunday of Advent we have special music prepared. The choir will offer a seasonal
anthem every Sunday. On Dec. 12, we’ll hear the handbell choir. And on Dec. 19, we’ll be
sharing one of our former children’s programs again this year.
Christmas Eve service, a service of lessons and carols with communion, begins at 6 p.m.
We’ll have a selection by the handbell choir and end with the lighting of our candles. And our
offering will be donated to Timon’s Ministries.
On December 26, often called “Low Sunday,” we’ll have an informal worship service of
carols. Dress casually, plan to have a cuppa something and some treats, and join us as we sing
all our favorites!
On January 2, we will celebrate the Gifts of the Magi, the beginning of the season of Epiphany. And on January 9, we will celebrate the Baptism of Christ and share communion.

Hope to see lots of you over the holidays!

Click here for more information on the Christmas Joy Special Offering and to donate online.
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MISSION
MATTERS:

Peace and Blessings,
Your Mission/Outreach Team

CLICK HERE to view IPC’s Mission Ministry page

Street Ministry 2021 - Next outing: Thursday, 12/16

7
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Pet Memorial Wall
in the Chapel
The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is
the perfect place to honor the memory
of your pet and the deep truth that God
loves all of Creation!
Distinguished by a beautiful painting by
Island artist Karen Winship, the wall includes framed copies of “Till We Meet
again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a section
to place the “pet tag” associated with
your pet.
Engraved, standard-sized pet tags may
be hung below the painting using a pushpin (available on the chapel table). You might
wish to have not only the name of your pet engraved on the tag, but your last name
and the appropriate dates, as well. We invite you to choose tag colors and shapes
meaningful to you—use your imagination!
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Grief Groups
The Dinner Party (thedinnerparty.org) helps
connect people who have experienced loss, virtually for
now.
•

Option B (optionb.org) helps people build resilience
both in the face of adversity and in their everyday lives.
•

Grief Resource Network
(griefresourcenetwork.com) helps find government
resources as well as crisis relief services and more.
•

Modern Loss (modernloss.com) helps you connect
through personal stories exploring the complex
experience of grief, and find events, resources and
logistical help to cope with the various facets of loss.
•

The Dragonfly

Author Unknown
Once, in a little pond, in the muddy water under the lily pads, there
lived a little water beetle in a community of water beetles. They lived a
simple and comfortable life in the pond with few disturbances and
interruptions.
Once in a while, sadness would come to the community when one of
their fellow beetles would climb the stem of a lily pad and would never be seen again. They
knew when this happened; their friend was dead, gone forever.
Then, one day, one little water beetle felt an irresistible urge to climb us that stem. However, he
was determined that he would not leave forever. He would come back and tell his friends what
he had found at the top.
When he reached the top and climbed out of the water onto the surface of the lily pad, he was
so tired, and the sun felt so warm, that he decided he must take a nap. As he slept, his body
changed and when he woke up, he had turned into a beautiful blue-tailed dragonfly with broad
wings and a slender body designed for flying.
So, fly he did! And, as he soared he saw the beauty of a whole new world and a far superior
way of life to what he had never known existed.
Then he remembered his beetle friends and how they were thinking by now he was dead. He
wanted to go back and tell them, and explain to them that he was now more alive than he had
ever been before. His life had been fulfilled rather than ended.
But, his new body would not go down into the water. He could not get back to tell his friends
the good news. Then he understood that their time would come, when they, too, would know
what he now knew. So, he raised his wings and flew off into his joyous new life!
Submitted by Donna Garcia-Devlin
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IPC WORKDAY & FELLOWSHIP
Building and Grounds Committee is going to have a
WORKDAY/FELLOWSHIP DAY starting at 9am on Saturday, January 15th
at the church. We are going to clean windows inside and outside
(weather permitting), clean and mop the sanctuary floor, clean the
kitchen, clean the doors, and clean the tables and chairs in the sanctuary.
When we finish, we will have fellowship, sandwiches, cookies and other
sweets, sodas and coffee. Cleaning supplies will be furnished.
Come and join us for fun, fellowship and some
needed cleaning up of our church.
We look forward to seeing you on the 15th.
Sign up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board
in the foyer of the church.

New Masking Policy
At its November meeting, Session voted to
change our pandemic protocols again. We now
no longer require masks on everyone if we have
someone who isn’t vaccinated joining us for
worship.
Masks are required ONLY for those who have
not been vaxxed, and are optional for those
who have.

In this season of both COVID and flu, we remind you that it is safer to mask. It is
also advisable to practice thorough handwashing regularly, and it’s probably best
to continue to social distance when we gather. Feel free to adjust the seating to do
that!
We will be offering, as we can, Fellowship each Sunday in the annex, following
worship.
And finally, should COVID conditions change, Session will discuss how the protocols
may need to change to keep us all safe.

10
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Computer Class:
Starts January 11th
Our computer class, taught by Gary
Balluck, has the goal of helping
anyone achieve basic computer
skills. The emphasis is "hands-on
training," and attendees are invited
to bring their own devices--laptops,
cell phones, I-pads, etc. However,
laptops are available in the class.
Discussion at the classes has been about screen icons, security types, placing a photo into an email
or text message and attaching files. Also included: learning collages for sending photos, power point
presentations, learning Word and Excel, learning about computers and parts, learning how to get
onto the web, learning how to get onto Facebook, capturing pictures from Facebook, taking photos
and placing them into files, Wi-Fi, cellphone programs, iPads, and security cameras and set up’s.
Classes will meet on Tuesday and Thursday in the Noah's Ark room at the church at 11 a.m. Walk-ins
are welcome from around the community - please bring a proof of vaccination card. There is no
registration fee, but donations to the IPC Street Ministry are welcomed.

January thru October
Pledged Income

Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
2021
2020
$ 60,600 $ 71,305

2019
2018
$ 82,256 $ 77,153

Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Sale of Lots
Income from Congregation

$ 419,113 $ 117,345 $ 127,220 $ 112,911
(18,980)
(20,000)
$ (305,518)
$ 94,615 $ 97,345

Expenses

$ 126,137 $ 116,605

Sale of Lot Expense

$ (21,327)

Operating Expense

$ 104,810

Profit/Loss

$ 292,976 $

Operating Profit/Loss

$ (10,195) $ (19,260)

740

$ 125,753 $ 122,655

$ 1,467

IPC Standard Response Protocol for Covid-19
Please CLICK HERE to access and review.

$ (9,744)
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Presbyterians Today!
Sunday Schedule

Worship Service at
10 a.m.:
in person
OR
Join us on FACEBOOK!
IPC’s Facebook Page

Did you know there's a magazine that's all about Presbyterians and what
we think and do? And you can access it online? The November/December
2021 edition is out now, and Mission Presbytery is represented in the
article "The Small Church: A Gift to Its Community," on p. 18. FPC New
Braunfels is one of the small churches that make a difference.
How can WE be a gift to our community? Get some good ideas by checking
out the latest edition of Presbyterians Today--just click on the right-hand
pages to move through the magazine.

IPC Mission Statement Or subscribe to get your own hard copy in the mail--just click on the
Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




subscription tab on their homepage: www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/today/

Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

Advent Bible Study
Many thanks to the adult study group for cancelling
their December class so we could have an Advent
study!
After some talk about holding it before worship on
Sundays, which was difficult because some folks have
choir practice at 9 a.m. and many don’t want to stay for an “empty hour” before worship,
we’re going to try it on Wednesday afternoons at 1 p.m. in the Noah’s Ark room of the
church: Dec. 1, 8, 15, and 22.
The study is called “Rejoice! Reflections on Four Seasonal Hymns,” and the hymns we’ll
look at are “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” “Silent Night,” O Little Town of Bethlehem,” and
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
We’ll be talking about what the verses mean, why they were composed, and how they tie in
with Scripture. In the process, we’ll be seeing videos of different versions of each hymn—
some may surprise you!
Bring a friend—all are welcome! If you’d like to join by Zoom, please let Pastor Kris
know ahead of time.

Classes are regularly held at 9am Tuesdays & Thursdays in the church Annex.
No membership required! Open to the community.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Contact: Gerry 361-920-3069
gerrybill@hotmail.com

12
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Nativity Scene Set Up
Please come and help put up our
Nativity Scene on Saturday,
December 4th at 2 pm.
Due to COVID we did not erect it last year,
but certainly plan on it this year.
We will meet in the church parking lot at
2 pm and put the Nativity Scene up on the
Gypsy side of the church.

13
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Click here to
book an
appointment
online.

Click here to order gift cards online.
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Prayer Request

Then people brought little
children to Jesus for him
to place his hands on
them and pray for them.
Matthew 19:13

Because this is National Adoption Month, we ask that you pray for those
who are considering making an adoption plan for their child. Many
struggle with this heart-wrenching decision as they try to determine
what is best for their child's future. Oftentimes, parents facing this
decision already have challenges in their lives that leave them feeling
desperate, alone and overwhelmed.
Please pray for our Maternity Services team as they provide support and
counseling to parents who are in crisis and considering adoption.
Regardless of whether an adoption plan is made, please pray that our
clients find peace with their decision, and that every child grows up
knowing they are loved.
For more information & opportunities to volunteer click here.

