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Greetings, Island
Presbys and Friends!

 Kris Bair, Pastor
 Beth Koutsoumbaris,

Church Secretary
 David Hiser,
Music Director
 Ross Bernhardt,
Accompanist
 Mary Orr, Clerk of
Session, Administration
& Personnel
 Barbara McGinnis,
Deacons
 Bob McGinnis, Co-chair
Building & Grounds
 Bob Orr, Worship &
Sacraments, Co-chair
Fellowship
 Debbie Marchant,
Treasurer, Co-chair
Stewardship & Finance,
Co-chair Fellowship
 Donna Barksdale,
Christian Education
 Donna Garcia Devlin,
Co-chair Missions &
Outreach
 Kathleen Dare, Co-chair
Missions & Outreach
 Kathy Coker, Co-chair
Stewardship & Finance
 Marshall Lochausen,
Co-chair Buildings &
Grounds, Officer
Nominating
 Sonia Craig,
Administration &
Personnel

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Lots of news here—but,
sadly, COVID continues
to be the big story. On the positive side, case numbers in Nueces
County are dropping—however, they need to drop to a two-week
average below 90 for us to go back to mask-less worship.
Two-week case number averages are computed each Monday, to
give us time to prepare for worshiping on Sundays. Christian Ed
folks need to know that far ahead in order to be ready with
lessons (and YES, we have had children in worship—maybe you
should join us to see if it happens again!); ushers need to know in
order to better serve (thermometers out? Contact info needed?);
tech support people need to know in order to provide their
service for multiple audiences; and the worship team needs to
know (will there be congregational singing? Will we need to
provide communion in safer ways?).
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So though numbers have been steadily dropping and plateau-ing, Angels in Aprons
we need that average, and we’re not there yet. HOWEVER—if it
Special Offering
continues through this Monday, Oct. 4, chances are good we will
Grief Resources
not be requiring masks for vaccinated folks on Oct. 10.
We’ll still have the ability to turn seats around and social distance. We’ll still encourage anyone who feels more comfortable
with a mask to wear one. We’ll still remember that any children
attending will not have been vaccinated.
All of that noted, there’s other good stuff happening.

Session has called a “work meeting” to begin discernment of the
best way to call a full-time pastor. You may not know it, but there
are options! Session has designated a portion of the money from
the sale of our four lots as seed money for the full-time position
—a full year’s salary set aside. Now the issue is whether to go
through the standard call procedure (elect a Pastor Nominating
Committee, or PNC, and go through the lengthy process of calling
a teaching elder, which usually averages two years) or have presbytery provide a full-time Designated Pastor (DP), who would
commit for a specific time period and could be renewed is the call
is deemed effective. (Continued on next page.)
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Pastor’s Letter
(Continued from page 1)
In the meantime, we will be offering a New Member class! We have several folks who have asked about
joining, and others who have joined but would like to learn more about the Presbyterian Church. Once we get
a start date and a meeting time determined, we’ll make that information available and any who wish to join
us will be welcome. We’ll plan to meet in person with a Zoom option.
Your Nominating Committee has scoured our membership for new classes of deacons and elders and to fill
vacancies.
Your Mission Committee continues to be so very active with Street Ministry, collection of supplies for various
charities, promotion of the Bloodmobile and a number or worthy groups, and the new computer class, open
to the community!
Teacher Gary Balluck has had a full room of folks needing to learn how to do just about anything on a
computer or phone. Do you need help figuring out how to use a program like Publisher or Excel or even
Word? Do you need someone to show you how to set up Facebook so you can livestream our worship service
when you can’t make the one in the sanctuary? Do you have a specific problem with technology that you
need help with? Check out his class. (See page 9 for details.)
Both the Choir and the Handbell Choir are practicing and performing again after a summer hiatus. We can use
voices in the choir and we can use some more bellringers—come join us! And since most of our handbell
pieces will be taped for worship, you don’t have to attend church here to contribute.
We are preparing for Reformation Sunday on October 31, when we’ll celebrate All Saints’ Day, too. Come
ready to light a candle for the saints in your own life as we remember those who formed our church and lived
Christian lives.
And Stewardship Committee is preparing to let you know how much we need your support this year and next
year, too. We are still ticking because of those of you who have continued to give faithfully, and because of
the hard work of your elders who have researched to make economical choices of technology and service
providers; who have maintained equipment; who have applied for loans that would be forgiven to cover the
gap in our budget because the Winter Texans didn’t come last year and we couldn’t have Beach Worship in
2020.
So, take THAT, Covid! We’re still here, and we are NOT sitting still. The Spirit is alive and moving in and among
us—thanks be to God!
Peace and grace, Pastor Kris
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COUNTER SCHEDULE
October 3
Maureen D. & TBA

Make an
Offering
to IPC!
To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

October 10
Grace H. & Mona S.

OR

October 17
Debbie L. & Sonia C.

Mail your offering to:
Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

October 24
Donna D. & TBA
October 31
Donna D. & TBA
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We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.

Bob & Marian Walter 14
Jim & Joan Lyon

21

Pastor In The Press
Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.

Jim Sullivan
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Chuck Galbraith

14

Jeff Singleterry

20

Rod Leonard
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David Burkett
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If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com,
click
on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.
Be sure to let the Moon know
you appreciate their running it.
If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!

PICTURES NEEDED!
If you have any pictures of our
church events, or church members
doing church stuff, we'd like to
share them during the prelude and
postlude during Sunday worship!
Simply post your
pictures to the
IPC Facebook page and we'll grab
them from there to make the PowerPoint. If you don't do FB, send them
to the church email and we'll collect
them for the presentation. And keep
those pictures coming!

We apologize if we have
forgotten anyone in the birthday
and/or anniversary listing.
Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!

Island
Island Presbyterian
Presbyterian Light
Light -- Volume
Volume 20,
20, Issue
Issue 10
4
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MISSION MATTERS:
October 2021
Greetings from your Mission/Outreach team. New member, Julie Brandon brings us a new ministry
possibility: glass collection at the church for recycling. We are really excited about this opportunity
and the possibility of becoming a creation care church. More information to come!
As I write this, Amazing Grace Hahn is doing a youth beach clean-up. The Mission/Outreach chair
dropped the ball on this one so I shall have to check with those who participated before I can report
on the event.
Street Ministry has been awesome with more people volunteering to help and more donations
pouring in. We are so very grateful to all of you who donate and we invite you to tag along with us to
see what this ministry is all about and how your donations are distributed.
Our request for school supplies for the new school refurbished by C.U.P.S. was rewarded with a
whole box of donations. Please remember that, if you have an old, but still operable computer that
you no longer use, the school is in dire need of it. We will be happy to arrange for pick-up and can
provide a tax receipt for your donation. Medical equipment such as walkers, shower chairs, etc. are
also needed for disabled residents in the border towns that C.U.P.S. serves.
Last month, Sam Mullin of SHELTERAMUTT cleaned out an entire kill shelter to prevent the animals
from being euthanized. Sam works tirelessly to save the lives of unwanted animals, nurse them back
to health, spay/neuter them and find them good homes all over the country where they will be cared
for and loved. THIS IS NOT CHEAP. At any given time, Sam has over ONE HUNDRED animals to feed
and care for. He needs food, Purina Dog, Puppy and Cat chow, old towels and blankets and bleach.
Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Take your donations to the church and we will
see that Sam gets them.
This month, we say goodbye to Proyecto Amistad and Roberto Medina-Solis. We have supported this
ministry for years but, between Covid and Cartel violence it has been forced to close its doors. We
wish Roberto and his family the very best and are sending a small check to him in appreciation for his
many years of dedication to the children of Nuevo Laredo.
The BLOODMOBILE will be in our parking lot on Sunday, October 3. Please donate if you are able.
Sunday, October 3 is World Communion Day and the day that we take the Peace and Global Witness
offering. Twenty-five percent of the collected offering stays with the church. This year we decided to
donate our share to New Life Refuge, a ministry for underage girls and boys who are the victims of
human trafficking.
Thank you for your support. It is deeply appreciated.

Peace and Blessings,
Your Mission/Outreach Team

CLICK HERE to view IPC’s Mission Ministry page
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www.cupsmission.org

CLICK HERE to visit Shelteramutt.Inc’s Facebook page.
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CLICK HERE for more information!

ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes to eat—and to feed one another,
especially those who are in need of some down-home care. Angels in
Aprons evolved as a group of folks dedicated to provide food to others
in need, and they’ve existed for some time now. Sometimes they
deliver on a regular schedule, if the need is chronic. But they also
deliver meals on call when emergencies arise.
If you’d like your name to be added to the list, contact a Deacon.
You don’t have to be a cook to be an angel—some angels deliver carryout meals. Others
prefer to whip something up themselves. Some angels keep a casserole in the freezer, ready
to deliver. Others pull together a salad or some homemade bread. This column is going to
begin featuring some easy to make recipes that are tried and true.
Do you have a recipe to share?
Please send it to the church office and we’ll spotlight it in the coming months.
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Grief Groups
The Dinner Party (thedinnerparty.org) helps
connect people who have experienced loss, virtually for
now.
•

Option B (optionb.org) helps people build resilience
both in the face of adversity and in their everyday lives.
•

Grief Resource Network
(griefresourcenetwork.com) helps find government
resources as well as crisis relief services and more.
•

Modern Loss (modernloss.com) helps you connect
through personal stories exploring the complex
experience of grief, and find events, resources and
logistical help to cope with the various facets of loss.
•

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel

Coastal Bend Troop Support

The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all
of Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship,
the wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag
colors and shapes meaningful to you—
use your imagination!

Coastal Bend Troop Support, a 501c3 nonprofit
public charity, sends care packages to our
American troops deployed to combat zones.
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers over the last
decade, our organization has continued to grow.
We will send care packages monthly to 50-80
individuals as long as we have means and the
need is there. When the name of a troop deployed
to combat zones is submitted, we support that
person until his/her deployment ends. Items to be
sent are donated, or purchased with donated funds,
and postage costs approximately $1200/month.
Submit names of troops deployed to combat zones
at the website:
coastalbendtroopsupport.com, and then click on
the tab that says “Sign Up.” We need a full
address, where they are deployed and approximate
return date, along with your contact information. To
donate individually, click the Donate tab at the top
of the home page. Or contact Mona Singleterry or
another member of the Mission Committee at IPC
for more information.
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Our Sunday School curriculum, Growing in Grace & Gratitude,
offers a weekly, at-home resource for families to enjoy. You
choose which components you want to use each week. The
components include: Grace Sightings (weekly Bible story with
discussion starters and simple activities using household items
that families can do together), an audio version of the story, and
a coloring sheet capturing the grace moment from each week’s
story.
We hope these resources will help to provide a connection to God’s love and
presence in the lives of our children and families.
October 3: God Saves the People Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
October 10: God Provides Food and Water Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
October 17: God Proclaims Jubilee Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
October 24: God Chooses Deborah as a Leader Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
October 31: God Sends Elijah to Help Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
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Computer Class
Offered
Our computer class, taught by Gary
Balluck, has the goal of helping
anyone achieve basic computer
skills. The emphasis is "hands-on
training," and attendees are invited
to bring their own devices--laptops,
cell phones, I-pads, etc. However,
laptops are available in the class.

Students may be introduced to programs like Word and Excel, and may be shown how to set up
photo files. You may want to learn i-Pad or cell phone basics and internet skills. Find out how to
turn off programs on iPhones and how to work through Siri issues, as well as how to text. Security
issues may also be a part of training.
Classes meet on Tuesday and Thursday in the Noah's Ark room at the church at 11 a.m. Walk-ins are
welcome from around the community - please bring a proof of vaccination card. There is no
registration fee, but donations to the IPC Street Ministry are welcomed.

January thru August
Pledged Income

Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
2021
2020
$ 46,825 $ 56,397

2019
2018
$ 63,069 $ 57,632

Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Sale of Lots
Income from Congregation

$ 400,999 $ 99,139
(18,980)
(20,000)
$ (305,518)
$ 76,501 $ 79,139

$ 99,720 $ 87,351

Expenses

$ 105,253 $ 97,947

$ 104,211 $ 97,935

Sale of Lot Expense

$ -21,326

Operating Expense

$ 83,927

Profit/Loss

$ 295,746 $

Operating Profit/Loss

$

1,192 $ (4,491) $ 10,584)

(7,426) $ (21,192)

IPC Standard Response Protocol for Covid-19
Please CLICK HERE to access and review.
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Sunday Schedule

Worship Service at
10 a.m.:
in person
OR
Join us on FACEBOOK!
IPC’s Facebook Page

IPC Mission Statement
Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




Timon’s Ministries

10501 S. Padre Island Dr.
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-937-6196
E-mail: timonsministries@sbcglobal.net
Website: timonsministries.com

“ Making a Difference”

Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

Calling all Kayakers!
Come and join us at the Cabo De Bara Circle boat
ramp by Douden Park at 7:30AM every Saturday
morning. This is a social distancing event in your
own kayak during this pandemic time! Some of us
kayak from other canals but meet there as we see
each other. Please contact Debbie at:
debkloven@hotmail.com if you have any questions.

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday
10:30 am - 1:30 pm
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Prayer Request

Then people brought little
children to Jesus for him
to place his hands on
them and pray for them.
Matthew 19:13

This month we ask for your prayers for the family of one of our former
group home residents who recently passed away from COVID, leaving
behind young children. This young person was a beloved member of the
PCHAS family even though it had been years since they have needed our
services. They were still in touch with their former group home parents
and several members of our team, and PCHAS helped pay for the funeral.
Please pray that their children feel love and support as they mourn, as
well as our staff as we all grieve. May we all find comfort in the Lord.
For more information & opportunities to volunteer click here.
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CLICK HERE to schedule your appointment or call 361-855-4943
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