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It’s Memorial Weekend as I write this, and that signals the end
of my first year with you. COVID time felt painfully slow as we
lived it, but now that I look back on it, it seemed to fly by!
It has been a real joy to slowly, safely meet all of you! Some of
you I had met ten years ago, when I first joined IPC. But then I
took the call to Alice 1st, and you didn’t see much of me for a
decade or so, though I managed now and again to attend a
special worship event that didn’t happen on a Sunday or a
Wednesday (choir practice night in Alice).
Many of you I had never met, and it was a deep sadness to me
that I was joining the ranks of lots of pastors starting a new call in
the time of COVID, and all of us unable to make those important
personal connections that signal a healthy relationship.
So one of the bright spots of the last year was the weekly visits
I made, orchestrated by Barb McGinnis, who usually
accompanied me (but thanks also to Debbie Loven, who filled in
when Barb couldn’t make it).
We managed to visit almost all our members and many
friends, too; but some just didn’t want to press their luck, even
though we brought our own chairs and offered to sit out in the
yard, far away from the folks we were visiting. This did NOT hurt
our feelings, let me assure you! Better safe than sorry—or in the
case of COVID, better safe than on a ventilator! Our goal was to
visit in a way that everyone involved felt comfortable—or save
the visit for later. Period.
Though we didn’t meet to worship face-to-face, a number of
you cared enough to share your lovely faces with us via Zoom.
What a joy in this time of isolation to be able to worship and
study God’s Word together with real faces and real voices in real
time!
Amazingly, committees were able to continue meeting using
Zoom—and work and worship and mission continued to be done!
It may have felt like we were stalled, but we have evidence to
prove we weren’t. The Spirit moved and we found new ways to
do mission and ministry—good ways. And we will continue to use
some of them. (Continued on page 3.)
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COUNTER SCHEDULE
June 6
Grace H. & Sonia C.

Make an
Offering
to IPC!
To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

June 13
Mona S. & Maureen D.

OR

June 27
Maureen D. & Debbie L.

Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Jim & Donna Barksdale

We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

Mail your offering to:

June 20
Marshall L. & Donna D.
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www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.
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Pastor In The Press
Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
PICTURES NEEDED!
free newspaper—you’ll
If you have any pictures of our
generally find it on page A6.
church events, or church members

David Dare
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Jon Hepner
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Marian Walter

13

Barb Tornes

17

Donna Barksdale

24

Barbara McGinnis

25

John Tornes

28

doing church stuff, we'd like to
share them during the prelude and
postlude during Sunday worship!
Simply post your
pictures to the
IPC Facebook page and we'll grab
them from there to make the PowerPoint. If you don't do FB, send them
to the church email and we'll collect
Be sure to let the Moon know them for the presentation. And keep
you appreciate their running it. those pictures coming!

If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com,
click
on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.

If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!

We apologize if we have
forgotten anyone in the birthday
and/or anniversary listing.
Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!
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Pastor’s Letter
(Continued from page 1)
For example, we won’t use paper bulletins during services in the building. You will see the printed material
on screen. Why would we ever go back to the paper ones, when we can save money on paper and copier
costs; we can save trees and practice good earth care; and we can be safer by not passing our germs to one
another when we pass the bulletins.
It just makes good sense to continue to use the technology we’ve invested in to get through this
pandemic!
And it makes good sense to continue to livestream our worship on Facebook and Zoom. When we first
began doing this, shut-ins especially were thrilled to be able to enjoy worship and see other faces on Zoom. If
we have this technology, we can continue to be a presence in these folks’ lives, as well as in the lives of those
who have moved away, but still want to be with us.
It’s been a learning year for all of us—but we did it, and we did it TOGETHER. In some ways, I think COVID
has made us a better congregation, simply because it forced us to look at what we do, and how we do it, in
new ways. It’s a shame that it took a pandemic to do that!
We owe a deep thanks to your elders, who stayed the course and proceeded with caution. We all know it
was frustrating—but I’m betting they dealt with a whole lot more frustration than any of you who sat back
and waited. They conducted research, they wrote drafts of a pandemic policy, they debated and debated and
debated the best way to keep us all safe and STILL give glory to God.
And we owe a deep vote of thanks to our deacons, who kept in touch with their care groups and let ME
know what was happening, too.
What both groups did worked for us. We did not spread COVID and we continued to be the church, the
body of Christ for the world.
I’m “sinfully proud,” as our General Presbyter Sallie Watson is fond of saying, to have been part of it. I’m
proud of your session. I’m proud of your deacons. And I’m proud of you—adapting and supporting and
nurturing one another through a year of crisis. It continues to be a blessing to serve you!
Peace and grace, Pastor Kris

Announcement Protocols
You may have noticed we are not doing announcements like we used to prior to COVID, nor are we doing
them as we first did during COVID. Because we have upgraded to a PowerPoint format for the bulletin for
those in the sanctuary, written announcements appear prior to worship, where we rotate through them for
folks to read.
A copy of the bulletin is posted on our Facebook page and web site, and announcements appear at the
BOTTOM of that bulletin, where you will find links to more information.
Because we're now on "TV-time," we can't use worship time for announcements, so if you have an
announcement, you need to get it to us well ahead of the Sunday you want it to run. We finish the bulletin
on Thursdays. If you turn in your announcement later than Thursday, it may not be in time to make the
bulletin or the pre-worship announcements.
The good news is that grace abounds. If you know you have an announcement, but details will be late
coming in, please let us know (Beth, or Bob, or Pastor Kris) and we'll try to work something out.
Finally, remember that there's not a lot of room on the announcement "page" that folks see on screen
(one page per announcement). Too many words means the text will be too small to read from the
audience. So limit your announcement. You can always refer folks to more information on the print bulletin
with links at the bottom.

Island
Island Presbyterian
Presbyterian Light
Light -- Volume
Volume 20,
20, Issue
Issue 64

4

MISSION MATTERS:
June 2021
On May 23rd we hosted Spring Fling, our first public event since the Dessert and More
Auction in February of 2020. Shortly after that, COVID-19 took over our lives and Island
Presbyterian’s doors were closed.
Well, we opened them back up on May 23rd and filled our parking lot with representatives
form some of our missions, music, food, crafts, kid’s stuff and dogs—lots of dogs! Most
importantly, we reached out to our community, inviting them to join us in celebration of our
ability to gather together once more.
The Mission and Outreach team thanks each and everyone of you for making this Spring
Fling so special (see pictures on following page). We are so grateful to Gary Balluck for
spraying the grounds prior to the event, saving us all from the onslaught of mosquitos. Bob
Orr, just back from his vacation, provided the music that kept the party going. Marshall
Lochausen stepped up and filled in the gap for all of us on top of handling all of the building
and grounds needs for the event. Also, suffice it to say, that without Mary Orr’s expertise, we
would have been up the proverbial creek.
There are too many of you to mention here, but know that we acknowledge and
appreciate all that you did!
In gratitude,
Mission & Outreach Committee
Donations are still being accepted for Shelter A Mutt: bring them to church on Sunday or to
the church office on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. Checks may be made out to
SHELTERAMUTT, INC. and dropped off at the church.
SHELTERAMUTT, INC. WISH LIST
OLD TOWELS, QUILTS AND BLANKETS
LAUNDRY DETERGENT
BLEACH
PURINA ADULT DOG FOOD – DRY

PURINA DOG CHOW - CANS
PURINA PUPPY FOOD - DRY
PEDIGREE PUPPY FOOD - CANS
LARGE TRASH BAGS

For more information and updates CLICK HERE to access Shelter A Mutt’s Facebook page
The Mission/Outreach team meets monthly and everyone is welcome!
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Boots on the Ground Exhibit

(From article published in the Island Moon Newspaper 5/27/21.)
Located at Island Presbyterian Church (IPC), on Gypsy Street between Fortuna Bay and Ports
O'Call, you will find the Boots on the Ground Exhibit, sponsored by the Coastal Bend Troop Support
Group (CBTS).
Each boot on display represents military lives lost daily to suicide.
Last November, the Department of Veterans Affairs released the 2020 National Veteran Suicide
Prevention Annual Report, which found that the veteran population averages 17.6 suicides per day,
or 642 deaths by suicide per year!
Although the reported amount of deaths varies slightly year by year (and with different organization's
statistics), no matter who counts, each life is ONE TOO MANY. (This suicide statistic does not
include the high volumes in the private sector.)

The boot exhibit will be displayed at IPC for several weeks, starting May 23, to bring awareness to
this devastating statistic. When asked for permission to make the display, one recently bereaved
local family declared their support: "It's fine with us. The more awareness the better."
Another local family finds comfort in bringing a flower and photograph to place in one of the boots, in
remembrance of their nephew who ended his life.
The exhibit is on loan from Coastal Bend Troop Support (Island Presbyterian Church is just one of its
many supporters). CBTS is located at 202 Business Highway 35N in Rockport, and provides monthly
care packages to troops deployed to combat zones: "Our mission is to let the troops know that WE
CARE.” Volunteers from around the Coastal Bend give time and financial support for this project.
If you, or someone you know, is having thoughts of suicide, contact the
Veterans Crisis Line to receive free, confidential support and crisis intervention, available
24/7, year-round. Call 800-273-8255 and press 1, or text 838255. For the private sector, contact
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255.
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Resources for Spiritual Wellness in
Anxious Times from The Upper Room
This link makes available a robust list of timely practices—for individuals and
families as well as faith leaders. Included are digital devotionals, videos,
eCourses, podcasts, etc.:
CLICK HERE for The Upper Room resources

Many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up their copy of
The Upper Room devotional guide because of the virus or closed church office.
CLICK HERE for PDF of May/June edition
(If you would like a March/April book please call IPC office @361-949-8770
to arrange delivery or pickup.)

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel
The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all
of Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship,
the wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag
colors and shapes meaningful to you—
use your imagination!

ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes
to eat—and to feed one another,
especially those who are in need
of some down-home care.
“Angels in Aprons” evolved as a group of folks
dedicated to provide food to others in need,
and they’ve existed for some time now.
Sometimes they deliver on a regular
schedule, if the need is chronic. But they also
deliver meals on call when emergencies arise.
If you’d like your name to be added to the
list, contact a Deacon. You don’t have to be a
cook to be an angel—some angels deliver
carryout meals. Others prefer to whip
something up themselves. Some angels keep
a casserole in the freezer, ready to deliver.
Others pull together a salad or some homemade bread.
Do you have a recipe to share? Please send
it to the church office and we’ll spotlight it in
the coming months.
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Our Sunday School curriculum, Growing in Grace & Gratitude,
offers a weekly, at-home resource for families to enjoy. You
choose which components you want to use each week. The
components include: Grace Sightings (weekly Bible story with
discussion starters and simple activities using household items
that families can do together), an audio version of the story,
and a coloring sheet capturing the grace moment from each
week’s story.
We hope these resources will help to provide a connection to God’s love and presence in the
lives of our children and families.

June 6: Keep Calm and Speak Boldly Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
June 13: Grace in Action Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
June 20: The Spirit in Action Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
June 27: All One Family Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet

Book Nook
by Pastor Kris
I really enjoy reading epistles, and not just Paul. When I was a kid, I read and re-read Daddy Longlegs
(letters from an orphan girl to her guardian) and Up the Down Staircase (which cemented my desire to be a
teacher), among others. As a graduate student, I wrote a paper on Dracula, examining the use of epistolary
form used by Bram Stoker. The interesting thing about the letter-writing form of novels is they you never
hear from the person being written to!
But you may hear a recap of that person’s circumstances in the letters being written to that person. Everything is seen through the eyes of the letter writer, including the letters she or he receives.
What this means is that you really get to know the character who is writing those letters in a deep sort of
way over time—because letters take time to write, to be delivered, to be responded to and then the
response delivered back, and then the cycle begins again.
In Fran Smith’s Best Wishes, Sister B. (Hog Fen Press, c. 2019), it’s not just the letter cycle that takes time.
Sister Boniface is a nun in the tiny convent of St. Winifreda, in England, and through her letters we are
placed in convent time. Her letters to a fellow sister in Central America at the time of the Banana
Republics—in many places a time of terror—are frequent, sometimes daily. But Sister Emelda’s responses
are hit and miss because of geography, social climate, and terrorist groups. Despite the lack of responses,
Sister B. faithfully writes about the surprising amount of things going on at the convent, and the reactions
they generate among the sisters.
The sisters are all characters themselves, and the struggle between maintaining polity and being good
neighbors is a constant one at the abbey, leading to many laugh-out-loud moments. But through it all is one
faithful factor—prayer. Nothing is ever too urgent to preclude stopping everything to pray about it—
sometimes for days!
This is a charming book, with some important messages for all of us about slowing down, about finding
God’s image in everyone (even the felons in the community service program), and about responding to the
needs around us with love.
You can follow Sister B. even further in the sequel, The Power of Cake.
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Offerings to IPC
LAPTOP COMPUTER URGENTLY NEEDED!
A member generously donated two laptop computers for our worship service--and we are SO
grateful! However, one them has inconveniently died. May it rest in peace! So we are in need
of either donations to add up to $500 to replace it, OR donation of a laptop with 3 USB "A"
ports, an HDMI port, And a Windows 10 operating system with an i5 processor.
Can you help us out?
Contact the office at 361-949-8770 or email to: office@islandpresby.com

Copy Paper Needed
We are blessed to be able to worship in person at the beach and in the sanctuary again!
This blessing means more printing for the office each week.
Any donation of 8 1/2 X 11 paper is greatly appreciated!

Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
January thru April
Pledged Income

2021
$ 22,479

2020
$ 28,007

2019
$ 34,362

2018
$ 38,567

Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Income from Congregation

$ 55,700
18,980
$ 36,720

$ 42,070

$ 54,212

$ 57,598

Expenses
Profit/Loss

$ 41,760 $ 49,416 $ 49,001
$ 13,940 $ (7,346) $ 5,211

Profit/Loss without PPP funds

(5,040)

$ 42,070

$

$ 61,745
$ (4,147)

7,346

IPC Standard Response Protocol for Covid-19
Please CLICK HERE to access and review.
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Sunday Schedule

Worship Service at
10 a.m.: in person following
Covid-19 Prevention Stage
guidelines OR
Join us on FACEBOOK!
IPC’s Facebook Page

IPC Mission Statement
Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

IPC Congratulates Our Graduates
God can bless you with everything you need,
and you will always have more than enough to
do all kinds of good things for others.
2 Corinthians 9:8

Anthony Ciaridelli
T.J. Hammonds
Maureen Battaglia
Don’t let anyone think less of you because you
are young. Be an example to all believers in
what you say, in the way you live, in your love,
your faith and your purity.
1 Timothy 4:12
Calling all Kayakers!
Come and join us at the Cabo De Bara Circle boat
ramp by Douden Park at 7:30AM every Saturday
morning. This is a social distancing event in your
own kayak during this pandemic time! Some of us
kayak from other canals but meet there as we see
each other. Please contact Debbie at:
debkloven@hotmail.com if you have any questions.
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Prayer Request

Then people brought little
children to Jesus for him
to place his hands on
them and pray for them.
Matthew 19:13
This month, we ask for your prayers for Suzy, a 34-year-old mother of two toddlers. Suzy
moved into a homeless shelter in Baton Rouge after she lost her home during hurricane
season in Lake Charles. After the storm, her family members had relocated to Texas and she
was alone. She came to PCHAS looking for resources that would assist her with finding a
stable home, a job and affordable daycare for her children. Suzy has been with PCHAS for over
six months and has been able to move into an apartment. She continues to work with a Child
and Family specialist on a weekly basis to improve her parenting skills.
Please pray that Suzy finds a permanent job along with daycare and that she and her
children become stronger and more stable. May she feel love and support as she overcomes
these challenges.

For more information & opportunities to volunteer click here.
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