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Pastor’s Letter
Lent, the time for reflection, meditation, quiet time--NOT!
Not this year. Not last year.
 Kris Bair, Pastor
 Beth Koutsoumbaris,
Church Secretary

 David Hiser,

Music Director
 Ross Bernhardt,
Accompanist
 Mary Orr, Clerk of
Session, Administration
& Personnel
 Bob Orr, Worship &
Sacraments, Fellowship
 Debbie Marchant,
Co-chair Stewardship &
Finance
 Donna Garcia Devlin,
Deacons, Co-Chair
Membership & Outreach
 Kathleen Dare, Co-chair
Missions & Outreach
 Marshall Lochausen,
Buildings & Grounds,
Officer Nominating
 Maureen Dean,
Administration &
Personnel

Office Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Pandemic enjoyed a Lenten arrival last year, and instead of
quiet—LOTS of noise, too much noise! Instead of inner
reflection—deflection, instead of meditation—medication that
didn’t work!
You may be really tired of pandemic, but you have to admit,
we’ve made progress in identifying it, in treating it, in finding
procedures that will keep us safe, in finding ways around it, and
in developing treatments and preventatives. It’s been a busy year
since the last Lent!
And now, we’re smack dab in the middle of Lent again,
carrying crosses of losses—beloved ones, members, freedoms.
So many losses. And pandemic is still out there, still pounding
away. This Lent is a double-whammy of grieving, and a time of
lament.
But the wonderful thing about Lent is that in spite of our grief,
in spite of the reality of our own sinfulness, in spite of the reality
of the completely unjust death of Jesus that we (unlike his
disciples) know is coming—in spite of all these things, there is
some light.
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As Christians, Easter is our hope, Easter is our goal in Lent, Spiritual Resources
Easter is our joy.
Pet Chapel & CBTS
Your session met on Feb. 28, and took definitive action to Sunday School
move toward re-opening the church. It may happen later than Book Nook
sooner, but it WILL happen.
Session agreed that the TV screens need to be installed first
and foremost, and that involves some careful wiring because they
are on display in the sanctuary. Once those TVs are up, we have
to practice at least once using them during worship—it means
creating a PowerPoint presentation for each worship service, and
that’s a new thing. We have to identify who will do that each
week and how it will be done, as well as how we will be doing the
livestreaming.
(Continued on page 3.)
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COUNTER SCHEDULE

Make an
Offering
to IPC!

March 7
Sonia C. & Debbie L.
March 14
Mona S. & Marshall L.

To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

March 21
Grace H. & Donna D.

OR
Mail your offering to:

March 28
Barbara B. & Maureen D.

Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX
78418

Anniversaries

Birthdays

Royce (Butch) & Debbie Loven

10

Bob & Barbara McGinnis

18

Bob & Mary Orr

29

Jeff & Mona Singleterry

31
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We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.
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Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.
IPC has a new, secure, mailbox!
If you don’t get the paper, you Thanks to Marshall for installing,
can always go to their website, and to the artist who beautifully
islandmoon.com,
click
on
painted the outside!
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.
We apologize if we have
Be sure to let the Moon know forgotten anyone in the birthday
you appreciate their running it.
and/or anniversary listing.
If they get enough feedback,
Please call the church office
they may begin to post just the
to add your birthday
column on their FB page. This
or
anniversary to our list!
is good publicity for our church!
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Pastor’s Letter
Continued from page 1
Session agreed we should push that process, and they set another called meeting in two weeks to see
where we are with that, and re-evaluate our policy for opening the church, looking not just at numbers of
cases in Nueces County, but also numbers of vaccines in our congregation! They are calling on the deacons
to contact their care group members to find out about the vaccines so we can have an accurate head count.
The CDC has said it will be safe to return to “normal” only after 70-80 % of the population is vaccinated.
Seventy percent of our congregation would be 51 people. So your job, members and friends, is to get your
vaccine—both shots, if it’s a two-shot vax.
We are an older congregation, with most of us eligible right now to get those shots—unlike the greater
population of our country. Because of that, we may feel safe inside, but outside of our church it will still not
be safe. And the proliferation of variants is troubling. So even if we open to those who have been
vaccinated, we will probably still be practicing social distancing, and everyone will need to be masked. It’s
the safe way to do it.
An important addition to being safe is retrofitting our heating/AC system with filters and fans to improve
circulation. This early in the year, we can open windows and use floor fans if we need to, but in the
summer we need good, safe air cooling, filtration, and circulation. And even though we are nearing (we
hope and pray) the end of this pandemic, there will be others. Making our system safe is a good bet for the
future and may help us be able to weather the next pandemic without having to be closed for so long.
Have YOU volunteered time and energy to some of these projects (and they have all been ongoing for
some time)? Session committees have done a LOT of work toward reopening. And some wonderful elves
have been working to do clean-up jobs around the premises to prepare to use them again—purging and
clearing out and re-organizing so we can see what supplies we have, and so we know where they are!
Building and Grounds has been busy fixing the AC that didn’t work, replacing a door, rebuilding some
fence, and figuring out the circulation issues.
Worship Committee has revamped worship. And we have had to rework our internet—at a cost!--so that
we can provide for zooming and livestreaming, to continue after we open the church.
If you are one of these committee members or volunteers, you have our heartfelt thanks!
If you’re not, what can you find to give to help us get where we need to be?
You might note the finance committee’s info in this newsletter. We could use your support! Bills have to
be paid even as we work toward opening. And you don’t have to be sitting in the pew to give!
We invite you to pray about the situation, rather than complain about it. We can use all the prayers you
can provide.
And please know that we are getting close, that real work is continuing, and
that we are rock bottom sure of an Easter together. One way or another, this
congregation is headed for resurrection! Thanks be to God!
Blessings always, Pastor Kris
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MISSION MATTERS: March 2021

Do You Have
a Heart For...
The Mission & Outreach team of Island Presbyterian church asks……

DO YOU HAVE A HEART FOR. . . the plight of people who have waited long and suffered much
for the opportunity to enter the United States of America? Do you care about the families
who have sacrificed everything to escape persecution and come here, then been vetted and
deemed eligible for entrance only to be told that they have to return to the Mexican side of
the border and wait, and wait, and wait in tents and filth and danger and horrible winter
weather?
On February 19, 2021, the first group of asylum seekers walked over that bridge and into the
welcoming arms of Team Brownsville--an awesome organization that has worked hard and
prepared long for this day and THEY NEED HELP. They are asking for donations and have a
wish list on Amazon.
CLICK HERE to access Team Brownsville donation page
CLICK HERE to access Team Brownsville Amazon wish list
If you prefer, Island Presbyterian Church will accept your donation and forward it to the Team
Brownsville organization. You can use Venmo or drop a check off during office hours—be sure
to indicate on the memo line or in that area of Venmo that it is for “Refugee Relief.”
In scripture we are commanded to show kindness to strangers for no one is a stranger to God.
Our prayers and gratitude go out to the City of Brownsville, who, along with Team
Brownsville, has arranged for respite centers, transportation and translators for these weary
travelers. God bless them all and God bless you for caring.
The Mission/Outreach team meets monthly and everyone is welcome!
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THANKS TO ALL who braved the cold this
February to help with the
Share The Warmth drive.
Timon's picked up 4 bins and volunteers
delivered 2 STUFFED truckload to
Good Samaritan!
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CALLING ALL YOUTH!
Please Join

IPC Youth
for

Service Saturdays
The Last Saturday of each month, 10am-12pm
This month, on March 27, we will meet at Bob Hall Pier for Beach Cleanup

(weather permitting)

Participating kids will receive an IPC t-shirt to wear next time!
Can’t make it but want to participate? Serve on your own time and send a
picture of yourself to 361-658-7781. We’ll get a t-shirt to you!
Kids 8 and younger will need a parent or caregiver to attend please.
THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY!
14030 Fortuna Bay, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 - 361-949-8770 - www.islandpresby.com

Thank you to all who participated on

February Service Saturday
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ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes to eat—and to feed one
another, especially those who are in need of some downhome care. “Angels in Aprons” evolved as a group of folks dedicated to provide food to others in need, and they’ve
existed for some time now. Sometimes they deliver on a regular
schedule, if the need is chronic. But they also deliver meals on
call when emergencies arise. If you’d like your name to be added to the list, contact a Deacon. You don’t have to be a cook to be an angel—some angels deliver
carryout meals. Others prefer to whip something up themselves. Some angels
keep a casserole in the freezer, ready to deliver. Others pull together a salad or
some homemade bread. This column is going to begin featuring some easy to
make recipes that are tried and true. Do you have a recipe to share? Please send
it to the church office and we’ll spotlight it in the coming months.

Five Hour Stew
2 lbs. stew meat
4 c. Potatoes, cut in pieces
1 c. celery, cut in pieces
2 c. carrots, cut in pieces
2 onions, cut in pieces

1 T. sugar
2 T. tapioca
1 can creamed soup
1/2 c. water
1 tsp. each salt & pepper

Pre-heat oven to 250°.
Combine all ingredients & put in a covered pan.
Bake for 5 hours, DO NOT remove cover while baking.
(From IPC’s Presbyterian Women Feeding the Flock cookbook, submitted by Linda Decker.)
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Resources for Spiritual Wellness in
Anxious Times from The Upper Room
This link makes available a robust list of timely practices—for individuals and
families as well as faith leaders. Included are digital devotionals, videos,
eCourses, podcasts, etc.:
CLICK HERE for The Upper Room resources

Many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up their copy of
The Upper Room devotional guide because of the virus or closed church office.
CLICK HERE for PDF of March/April edition
(If you would like a March/April book please call IPC office @361-949-8770
to arrange delivery or pickup.)

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel

Coastal Bend Troop Support

The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all of
Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship, the
wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag colors
and shapes meaningful to you—use your
imagination!

Coastal Bend Troop Support, a 501c3 nonprofit
public charity, sends care packages to our
American troops deployed to combat zones.
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers over the last
decade, our organization has continued to grow.
We will send care packages monthly to 50-80
individuals as long as we have means and the
need is there. When the name of a troop deployed
to combat zones is submitted, we support that
person until his/her deployment ends. Items to be
sent are donated, or purchased with donated funds,
and postage costs approximately $1200/month.
Submit names of troops deployed to combat zones
at the website:
coastalbendtroopsupport.com, and then click on
the tab that says “Sign Up.” We need a full
address, where they are deployed and approximate
return date, along with your contact information. To
donate individually, click the Donate tab at the top
of the home page. Or contact Mona Singleterry or
another member of the Mission Committee at IPC
for more information.
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Even though IPC is still closed for worship and other activities,
we all want to make sure our K-5 students are supported in
their learning about God's abundant love for them through
Jesus Christ.
Our Sunday School curriculum, Growing in Grace & Gratitude,
offers a weekly, at-home resource for families to enjoy. You
choose which components you want to use each week. The
components include: Grace Sightings (weekly Bible story with
discussion starters and simple activities using household items that families can do together), an
audio version of the story, and a coloring sheet capturing the grace moment from each week’s
story.
We hope these resources will help to provide a connection to God’s love and presence in the lives
of our children and families…until we can safely meet again!
March 7: Jesus Feeds the Disciples Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
March 14: Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
March 21: Peter’s Denial Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
March 28: Jesus Dies and is Buried Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet

Book Nook by Pastor Kris
This month I have a really strange sounding book to recommend--West with Giraffes, by
Lynda Rutledge, and available on Amazon. Pastor Anne recommended it to me first, and she has
excellent taste!
This is the story, a real historic event, of the transportation of the first giraffes to the West
Coast—specifically to the early San Diego zoo. And what a process it was!
The giraffes were born in Africa, and weathered a huge hurricane on board ship in transit to
New York City. Once there, a zoo keeper from San Diego had them vetted, quarantined, and then
loaded up in a specially made trailer and hauled by truck from NYC all the way to San Diego in the
1930s—no major highways!
The story is retold for us by a young boy who barely survives the Dust Bowl in the Texas
panhandle, then is abandoned by his only remaining family member in NYC—who dies during the
same hurricane the young giraffes had to endure on the ship.
The young boy is captivated by the giraffes from the get-go, and attaches himself to the caravan. The giraffes are remarkable characters in themselves, but the book is full of keenly drawn
characters, all just trying to survive one way or another in the Depression years.
Rutledge did lots of research to ensure an accurate picture of how people lived and died in
those difficult days, and this book says a lot about the human spirit.
And what does it have to do with religion? Nothing overtly, but it’s a sweet hymn to
Creation, and reaffirms that “All God’s Creatures Got a Place in the Choir.” Those “creatures”
include human beings, too!
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i just realized
that in my imagination
the wilderness is always somewhere else;
a foreign landscape i actively have to enter
in the act of being faithful.
truthfully,
the wilderness is always where i am
right now
and faith is the courage to stay with it
when i’d rather pretend i am
anywhere else.

poem by Cheryl Lowry

IPC Standard Response Protocol for Covid-19
Please CLICK HERE to access and review.

Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
January thru January
Pledged Income
Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Income from Congregation

2021
$ 6,269
$ 8,868

2020
$ 6,543
$ 10,599

2019
$ 6,941
$ 10,470

$ 8,868

$ 10,599

$ 10,470 $ 11,796

Expenses
Profit/Loss

$ 12,325 $ 14,003
$ (3,457) $ (3,404)

Profit/Loss without PPP funds
Notes:

$ 10,295
$ 175

2018
$ 7,635
$ 11,796

$ 14,465
$ (2,669)
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Timon’s

Sunday Schedule

10501 S. Padre Island Dr.
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-937-6196
E-mail: timonsministries@sbcglobal.net
Website: timonsministries.org

Online Worship Service
10 a.m.
Join us on FACEBOOK!
IPC’s Facebook Page

IPC Mission Statement

Ministries

“ Making a Difference”

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday

Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

Grief Groups
Bible Study
Wednesdays at 5:30pm

The topic will be the novel
To Kill a Mockingbird.

•

The Dinner Party (thedinnerparty.org) helps connect people
who have experienced loss, virtually for now.

•

Option B (optionb.org) helps people build resilience both in the
face of adversity and in their everyday lives.

•

Grief Resource Network (griefresourcenetwork.com) helps find
government resources as well as crisis relief services and more.

•

Modern Loss (modernloss.com) helps you connect through
personal stories exploring the complex experience of grief, and
find events, resources and logistical help to cope with the various
facets of loss.

We will use the book:

The Faith of a
Mockingbird:

A small group study
connecting Christ
& culture
Click Here for Zoom Link

You can purchase both books
fairly cheaply from Amazon—
but just let Pastor Kris or the
office know if you’d like us to
order them for you!

Calling all Kayakers!
Come and join us at the Cabo De Bara Circle boat
ramp by Douden Park at 7:30AM every Saturday
morning. This is a social distancing event in your
own kayak during this pandemic time! Some of us
kayak from other canals but meet there as we see
each other. Please contact Debbie at:
debkloven@hotmail.com if you have any questions.
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On Friday, March 5th Island Presbyterian Church will participate in the World Day of Prayer by
posting our prayers for the world and each other on the “Island Presby Prayer Warriors ” group
page on Facebook. The link to that page is: Island Presby Prayer Warriors , if you are not a member join that day. The day will begin with a prayer post from the church, we will then ask you to post
your prayers for the world, for the nation, for each other, for those in need and any other prayer,
concern, or need that you may have. Share the event with your friends, family and neighbors. Invite
them to participate and share their prayer concerns.
World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement that is celebrated in more than 170
countries and led by Christian women who welcome all to join in prayer and action for peace and
justice. The day’s motto is “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action.” World Day of Prayer is celebrated on the first Friday in March; this year, that is March 5.
This year’s theme — Build on a Strong Foundation — was selected by the World Day of Prayer Committee of Vanuatu, which also prepared this year’s worship materials. They invite us to focus
on the Bible story in Matthew 7:24-27. Jesus tells a story about the kingdom of heaven using the
image of a house and the land on which the house is built. Choosing the land on which to build the
house is an important decision for people in Vanuatu. The combination of considering the terrain
and the climate is crucial in a tropical archipelago located in the South Pacific Ocean prone to
earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions and rising sea levels.
As people of faith, we are called to act in love, confident in God who offers personal and social
transformation. If we want to be understood, we must first seek to understand, and if we desire to
love, we must first love. As we deal with the COVID 19 pandemic and natural disasters it can feel
as though our world is on sandy ground, but the women of Vanuatu reassure us that God’s creation
is built on a strong foundation.
To learn more about World Day of Prayer and order resources, visit wdp-usa.org.
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February 17-April 24, 2020
Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief from natural
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed.
This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing.
Go to: www.specialofferings.pcusa.org
for more information & ways to give.
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