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Beloveds,
You will be amazed at what’s going on in our congregation!
And if you’re not, shame on you!
This Sunday is Transfiguration Sunday—and prepare to be
transfigured! We will celebrate the baptism of Houston
MacQuarrie, and YOU ARE INVITED! Anyone who wants to see
the new Child of God and his family after worship, just be in the
parking lot afterward, just like you were for Pastor Anne’s final
worship service. And if there’s someone who wants to go the
extra mile and make a party out of it—GO FOR IT! Transfiguration
Sunday is the perfect day for a baptism—not to mention that it
will be Valentine’s Day, too! Blessings abound!
And then we jump into Lent on Wednesday, Feb. 17—and it
begins with Drive-by Imposition of Ashes! From 3-6 p.m. you can
drive through our parking lot and we’ll place that ashy cross on
your forehead and pray with you. We’ll be masked and sanitizing
our hands in between foreheads, to keep it safe for all of us. Tell
your friends, bring your whole family—start the Lenten season
right!
At 6:30 p.m. that night, see a livestream/Zoom Ash
Wednesday service, which will include communion—so have
some bread and juice or wine available It will be a briefer than
usual service, because we will have completed those impositions
earlier!
And then we’re into Lent—the time of remembering our sins
and learning what it means to regret, repent, and clean up our
hearts in preparation for Easter. The best part of Lent is that we
are all in this together—for who among us, Paul writes, is without
sin?
Paul understands that the problem with sin is that we don’t
recognize it—in others sometimes, but even more often in ourselves. Lent is the time period when we recall how Jesus went
into the wilderness and fasted—cleaned up his own heart—
before he began his ministry, began taking those steps toward
the Cross. And Lent gives us time to be deliberate about
searching within ourselves for the truth of our lives—good and
bad.
(Continued on page 3.)
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COUNTER SCHEDULE
February 7
Sonia C. & Maureen D.

Make an
Offering
to IPC!

February 14
Debbie L. & Marshall L.

To set up giving through
VENMO click HERE

February 21
Mona S. & Donna D.

OR
Mail your offering to:

February 28
Barbara B. & Grace H.

Island Presbyterian
Church
14030 Fortuna Bay
Corpus Christi, TX
78418

2

We’re on
the web!
www.islandpresby.com
FACEBOOK PAGE:

www.facebook.com/ipc.cctx
If you have suggestions or
comments about the website
or Facebook page, please call
Beth at the church office at
361-949-8770.

Anniversaries

Birthdays

Rod & Barbara Leonard

4

Dave & Kathleen Dare

15

Pastor In The Press

Marshall Lochausen

1

Julie Galbraith

2

Kae Berry

6

Virginia Koutsoumbaris

6

Parker Burkett

9

Liz Langer

10

Donnie Bridges

18

Gene Doven

26

Karen Winship

26

Pastor Kris is writing a weekly
column for The Island Moon
free newspaper—you’ll
generally find it on page A6.
If you don’t get the paper, you
can always go to their website,
islandmoon.com,
click
on
“Archives” and the date of the
last issue to see the full paper
(in color!), then scroll down to
get to the column.
Be sure to let the Moon know
you appreciate their running it.
If they get enough feedback,
they may begin to post just the
column on their FB page. This
is good publicity for our church!

PICTURES NEEDED!
If you have any pictures of our church
events, or church members doing
church stuff, we'd like to share them
during the prelude and postlude during
Sunday worship! Simply post your
pictures to the IPC Facebook page and
we'll grab them from there to make
the PowerPoint. If you don't do FB,
send them to the church email and
we'll collect them for the presentation.
And keep those pictures coming!

We apologize if we have
forgotten anyone in the birthday
and/or anniversary listing.
Please call the church office
to add your birthday
or anniversary to our list!
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Pastor’s Letter
Continued from page 1
Lent is the time to give up our idolatries—worship of celebrities, clinging to possessions, worship of self,
greed and pride and gluttony and sloth, etc.
“‘Vanity, vanity,’ saith the preacher. ‘All is vanity.’” Lent is our chance to recognize that and face it directly.
When we do, it clears the way for a deeper experience of the Passion of Christ, and a renewal of the Easter
Spirit within us.
If you have access to the internet, try using an on-line devotion this Lent. I highly recommend d365, which
you can Google. It’s a short set of slides that will include every day a little music, a Scripture, a brief devotion
and a prayer in the spirit of Lent. It’s written with young adults in mind, but it never fails to strike home for
me.
And take seriously the idea of giving up something for Lent—and NOT chocolate (or Sunday worship with
us!). Some folks are giving up a food item, and/or a piece of clothing, each day—collecting it in a big box to be
delivered to a Food Bank or Thrift Store or Homeless Shelter.
Some folks are giving up an unhealthy habit—like drinking, or smoking, or taking the Lord’s name in vain.
And yes, it’s true that we’ve all had to give up a LOT since last Lent, and maybe it
seems unfair to think about giving up more. But maybe Lent is the attitude changer we
need this year. After all, have you REALLY had to give up that much during the pandemic
if you can still find something to give up for Lent?
So may the thing you give up this Lent be a blessing somewhere, somehow, to
someone. And may we see you in worship soon.
Peace & grace, Pastor Kris

February 17th - Ash Wednesday Plans:
Drive-by Ashes!
This Ash Wednesday you may want to stay home and impose your own ashes--or
you might want to drop by the church parking lot between 3 and 6 p.m.
and have it done in your car with a prayer!
Yes, this year we will offer Drive-by Ashes! But this is not a "short-cut" into the
beginning of Lent. We will livestream our Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m. from
the church sanctuary, and you can link to Zoom, as well.
For those of you who already have received your ashes earlier that day, you won't
have to worry about placement of them on your forehead. For those of you who
haven't, you might have a candle you've burned recently, so that when it comes time
to impose the ashes, you can pinch the wick, and then use the soot to make the sign
of the cross. OR just get a little oil of some sort, and use it to anoint your forehead.
Our service WILL include communion--so have some bread or crackers and juice or
wine ready so that you may share the sacrament with us.
Please plan to join us in one way or the other--or even in both ways! It's the best
way to start your Lenten journey.
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Sometimes it’s hard to give up control
and ask God to take care of everything.
But that is exactly what he wants us to do.
For when we let go of our problems,
then he can take us by the hand and lead us.
I know it’s difficult to let go when things aren’t good,
and I wish I could make everything right for you.
But only God can do that.
He knows which pathway you should take,
and he knows where all the rocky places are.
So trust Him to guide you through all of this.
Give Him your burdens,
give Him your hand
and He will never let you fall.
Kay Andrew
Poem submitted by Donna Garcia-Devlin

IPC Standard Response Protocol for Covid-19
Please CLICK HERE to access and review.

Island Presbyterian Church
Financial Information
January thru Dec.
Pledged Income
Total Income
Income from PPP Funds
Income from Congregation

2020
2019
2018
2017
$ 89,843 $ 110,670 $ 92,420 $ 112,870
$ 140,845 $ 157,867 $ 141,121 $ 167,750
$ (20,000)
$ 120,845

Expenses

$ 138,244 $ 157,818

$ 150,343 $ 151,880

Profit/Loss

$ 2,602

$(9,222)

Profit/Loss without PPP funds

$ (17,398)

Notes:

$ 49

$ 15,870

2020 Income includes $20,000 in PPP money from the government.
Without those funds our Loss would be
$ (17,398)
2019 includes expense of $6500 set aside as
session designated.
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Even though IPC is still closed for worship and other activities,
we all want to make sure our K-5 students are supported in
their learning about God's abundant love for them through
Jesus Christ.
Our Sunday School curriculum, Growing in Grace & Gratitude,
offers a weekly, at-home resource for families to enjoy. You
choose which components you want to use each week. The
components include: Grace Sightings (weekly Bible story with
discussion starters and simple activities using household items that families can do together), an
audio version of the story, and a coloring sheet capturing the grace moment from each week’s
story.
We hope these resources will help to provide a connection to God’s love and presence in the lives
of our children and families…until we can safely meet again!
February 7: Jesus Feeds Hungry People Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
February 14: Jesus Loves Children Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
February 21: The Great Commandment Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet
February 28: Anointing Jesus Grace Sightings / Story Audio / Coloring Sheet

Book Nook by Pastor Kris
As we turn toward Lent, we may wish to pick up some reading that ties in with the season. Here are a few
things I can recommend.
The daily devotions of the UCC Stillspeaking group are always spot-on. They publish a book of devotions for
Lent—purchase it on-line from the UCC website (Stillspeaking area), and you can also subscribe to a daily
devotion to be sent to your e-mail address. Devotions are a short piece of scripture, followed by a severalparagraph discussion, and then a brief prayer. Only a page long, they are often powerful.
In this time of pandemic, you might want to read something that isn’t in-your-face about Lent, but that you
can read and ponder in terms of our lives right now (which is really what Lent is meant for!). You can always
count on Barbara Brown Taylor to help you do that—perhaps this year’s best choice would be When God is Silent.
It’s a short book, with large type, because it’s meant for you to read a little, and live with the text awhile before
moving on to the next chapter. Brown writes from personal experience (she's an Episcopal priest and one of the
best preachers in America today), and she’s thoughtful and heartfelt, without being heavy.
A Lenten devotional I have enjoyed, that you really might like if you are musical, is Never Said a Mumbalin’
Word: Lenten Meditations on the Spiritual, by Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones. There are lots of familiar songs, but
lots of ones I’ve never heard before, and you’ll get some good background information to help you better get the
meaning behind this musical form that makes up an important—and often overlooked--part of our American
history.
And finally, as I was digging through my shelves for some recommendations, I found my copy of William Carlos
Williams’ The Doctor Stories, compiled by Robert Coles. Williams was known for his poetry, but he brings that skill
with words to produce true stories about his practice as a pediatrician in the early part of the 1900s, including
stories of compassionate care during the diphtheria pandemic. Though he came from a well-to-do family, he
deliberately chose to serve poor people in his practice—ones who couldn’t afford a doctor, never mind a
pediatrician. He doesn’t write about his religious views, but he is definitely walking our walk, and it is a lonesome
journey—a lot like Lent.
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MISSION MATTERS
February 2021
Greetings Island Pres.! The big news this month is that Mission and Outreach have joined forces to
become the Mission & Outreach Team co-chaired by Kathleen Dare and Donna Devlin. We also welcome
Debbie Marchant to the fray. This should be fun.
We define Outreach as introducing ourselves to the community and, in doing so, interest people in visiting
our church. After that, it is up to all of us to make them want to come back. We are so looking forward to the
time when our doors re-open and we can put our plans into action. In the meantime, we delivered a card and
a few dozen doughnuts to Dollar General to thank the employees for showing up to work throughout the
pandemic to serve all of us.
This is the month that we begin our 15- week journey with Texas Impact’s Reimagining Service. The
purpose of the program is to learn new ways to serve our community (and beyond) during this pandemic.
Several of the ministries that we serve have had to cease operating due to Covid-19. With millions of people
out of work, the needs are tremendous and it is frustrating to not be able to get out there and try to help. All
of our Ruling Elders as well as several people on the Mission & Outreach team are participating in this
program.
This just in: Grace Hahn, aka “Amazing Grace” contacted Mission/Outreach a few days ago about involving
kids in our community work. Naturally we were thrilled, especially since Grace is organizing it. Donna Devlin
will be working with her and the plan is to involve local exchange students as two of our team members are
hosting students. Island Presbyterian T-shirts have been ordered and a beach clean-up is scheduled for
February 27th at 10:00 a.m. Everyone is invited to participate. Please contact Kathleen if you want her to
order a T-shirt for you.
The Mission/Outreach team meets monthly and everyone is welcome!

Thank you to
everyone who
donated
to the
Coastal Bend Blood
Center
on February 7th!
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ANGELS IN APRONS
We have a congregation that likes to eat—and to feed one
another, especially those who are in need of some downhome care. “Angels in Aprons” evolved as a group of folks dedicated to provide food to others in need, and they’ve
existed for some time now. Sometimes they deliver on a regular
schedule, if the need is chronic. But they also deliver meals on
call when emergencies arise. If you’d like your name to be added to the list, contact a Deacon. You don’t have to be a cook to be an angel—some angels deliver
carryout meals. Others prefer to whip something up themselves. Some angels
keep a casserole in the freezer, ready to deliver. Others pull together a salad or
some homemade bread. This column is going to begin featuring some easy to
make recipes that are tried and true. Do you have a recipe to share? Please send
it to the church office and we’ll spotlight it in the coming months.

Jalapeño Cornbread
3 c. cornbread mix
2 1/2 c. milk
1/2 c. olive oil
3 eggs, beaten
1 large onion, grated

1 c. cream style corn
1/2 c. grated cheddar cheese
garlic to taste
jalapeño peppers, chopped to
taste

Pre-heat oven to 375°.
Combine and stir all ingredients, bake in hot greased 9 1/2” pan
until brown (about 45 minutes to 1 hour).
(From IPC’s Presbyterian Women Feeding the Flock cookbook, submitted by Marian Walter.)
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Timon’s Ministries

IPC’s Facebook Page

10501 S. Padre Island Dr.
Corpus Christi, TX 78418
361-937-6196
E-mail: timonsministries@sbcglobal.net
Website: timonsministries.org

IPC Mission Statement

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday
10:30 am - 1:30 pm

Sunday Schedule

Online Worship Service
10 a.m.
Join us on FACEBOOK!

“ Making a Difference”

Island Presbyterian Church
aspires to joyfully:




Love God
Love others as ourselves
Make strong disciples for
Jesus Christ

Grief Groups
•

The Dinner Party (thedinnerparty.org) helps connect people
who have experienced loss, virtually for now.

Starts February 24th

•

The topic will be the novel
To Kill a Mockingbird.

Option B (optionb.org) helps people build resilience both in the
face of adversity and in their everyday lives.

•

Grief Resource Network (griefresourcenetwork.com) helps find
government resources as well as crisis relief services and more.

•

Modern Loss (modernloss.com) helps you connect through
personal stories exploring the complex experience of grief, and
find events, resources and logistical help to cope with the various
facets of loss.

Bible Study

We will use the book:

The Faith of a
Mockingbird:

A small group study
connecting Christ
& culture
Wednesdays at 5:30pm
Click Here for Zoom LInk

You can purchase both books
fairly cheaply from Amazon—
but just let Pastor Kris or the
office know if you’d like us to
order them for you!

Calling all Kayakers!
Come and join us at the Cabo De Bara Circle boat
ramp by Douden Park at 7:30AM every Saturday
morning. This is a social distancing event in your
own kayak during this pandemic time! Some of us
kayak from other canals but meet there as we see
each other. Please contact Debbie at:
debkloven@hotmail.com if you have any questions.
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Resources for Spiritual Wellness in
Anxious Times from The Upper Room
This link makes available a robust list of timely practices—for individuals and
families as well as faith leaders. Included are digital devotionals, videos,
eCourses, podcasts, etc.:
CLICK HERE for The Upper Room resources
Many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up their copy of
The Upper Room devotional guide because of the virus or closed church office.
CLICK HERE for PDF of January/February edition
(If you would like a Jan/Feb book please call IPC office @361-949-8770
to arrange delivery or pickup.)

Pet Memorial Wall in Chapel

Coastal Bend Troop Support

The Pet Memorial Wall in the chapel is the
perfect place to honor the memory of your
pet and the deep truth that God loves all of
Creation! Distinguished by a beautiful
painting by Island artist Karen Winship, the
wall includes framed copies of “Till We
Meet again at Rainbow Bridge,” and a
section to place the “pet tag” associated
with your pet. Engraved, standard-sized
pet tags may be hung below the painting
using a pushpin (available on the chapel
table). You might wish to have not only the
name of your pet engraved on the tag, but
your last name and the appropriate dates,
as well. We invite you to choose tag colors
and shapes meaningful to you—use your
imagination!

Coastal Bend Troop Support, a 501c3 nonprofit
public charity, sends care packages to our
American troops deployed to combat zones.
Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers over the last
decade, our organization has continued to grow.
We will send care packages monthly to 50-80
individuals as long as we have means and the
need is there. When the name of a troop deployed
to combat zones is submitted, we support that
person until his/her deployment ends. Items to be
sent are donated, or purchased with donated funds,
and postage costs approximately $1200/month.
Submit names of troops deployed to combat zones
at the website:
coastalbendtroopsupport.com, and then click on
the tab that says “Sign Up.” We need a full
address, where they are deployed and approximate
return date, along with your contact information. To
donate individually, click the Donate tab at the top
of the home page. Or contact Mona Singleterry or
another member of the Mission Committee at IPC
for more information.

Island Presbyterian Light - Volume 20, Issue 2

February 17-April 24, 2020
Join with Presbyterians worldwide in sharing God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief from natural
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed.
This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing.
Go to: www.specialofferings.pcusa.org
for more information & ways to give.
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